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Dyker 
does it 
again 

By Joe Jordan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

It is perhaps the only time and place 
in New York City that people don’t 
mind sitting in traffic. 

It’s Christmas in Dyker Heights! 

The otherwise sleepy neighborhood is 
once again decking the halls and delight- 
ing residents and tourists alike with its 
over-the-top, make-Disney- World-jealous 
Christmas displays. 

Although local residents get to enjoy 
their neighbors’ extravaganzas annually 
— “We do this every year,” says Dyker 
resident Guisseppe Bonofiio — for others, 
See DYKER on page 13 



The Spata home on 84th Street in Dyker Heights is one of the 




Qline gets a 0-minus 


Fourth Avenue 

Sarah Sirato: "It's 
H good sometimes , but 
"' horrible at other 
It's a finicky 
'd give it a C+. " 


These results, though less than 
glowing, are typical of the entire sys- 
tem and are therefore not necessarily 
a useful tool for comparing the lines 
against each other. 

Of the 11 subway lines, only the 
42nd Street shuttle got into B territo- 
ry (B-) and no line failed (the C train 
got the lowest grade, a D). 

In general, F riders were harshest 
about crowding (surprise) and the PA 
announcements. 

In spite of the F’s lowly “D” on 
rush hour crowding, the so-called 
Culver local, whose route from 
Coney Island to Jamaica, Queens, 
takes it under Prospect Park, along 
Ninth Street and then underneath 
Smith Street, isn’t that bad compared 
to other lines. 

According to a report this year 
from the Straphangers Campaign, 56 
percent of passengers can get a seat 
on the F during rush hour, compared 
to 48 percent for the entire system. 

The line’s grade might fall off in 
the future. In 2009, the MTA will be- 
gin years of trackwork along the ele- 
vated section between Fourth Avenue 
and Carroll Street, work that will in- 
clude shutting down the Smith-Ninth 
Street station for nine months in 
2010. 

But as The Brooklyn Paper report- 
ed, that station and Fourth Avenue 
will be completely renovated, and the 
track work might eventually lead the 
way to an F-express train. 


Seventh Avenue 

Rob Malko: " Overall , 
I'd give it a B. It's on 
time for the most part, 
but it's always crowd- 
ed." 


Grading 
on a curve 

Days after the MTA gave 
the F train a C- grade, 
we asked straphangers 
for their opinion. 


Bergen Street 
Juan Pablo Lombana: 

"B. It's pretty good, but 
it gets crowded at rush 


Carroll Street 

Essi: "C+. It's okay on 
weekdays, but the week- 
ends are awful. And it's 
hot and noisy." 


Riders perceive it pretty badly. 

“I would have given it a D. For the 
last six months it was horrible,” said 
Joyce Hardy Smith, who complained 
about delays and wait times. 

But most riders were a little more 
generous than Smith. 

The grades for 21 categories in- 

• Adequate room on board at 
rush hour: D. 

• Reasonable wait times: C-. 

• Minimal delays during trips: C-. 

• Sense of security on trains and 
stations: C-. 

• Station announcements easy to 
hear: D. 

• Metrocard machines: B- (high- 
est grade). 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 


It may be called the F line on 
transit maps, but you can call it the 
C-minus train from now on. 

More than 10,000 subway riders 
filled out the Metropolitan Trans- 
portation Authority’s “Rider Report 
Card” for the beleaguered F train — 
and the results, released on Nov. 29, 
speak for themselves. 

This line needs help. 

But it won’t get any in the short 
term, said Transit spokesman Charles 

“The purpose of the report cards is 
to see what the perception of our 
service is [by riders],” he said. 


NOW HE 
TELLS US! 

On way out, Doctoroff 
admits AY process bad 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Departing Deputy Mayor Dan Doctoroff took 
a parting shot at the Atlantic Yards mega-devel- 
opment this week, offering the stunning admis- 
sion that if the city had to do it all over again, it 
would have demanded a proper public review of 
the $4-billion project. 

In an interview with the New York Observer, 

Doctoroff suggested that he was wrong to sign off 


on the state’s oversight of Bmce Ratner’s project — 
an agreement that allowed the state to supercede 
city zoning and get approval for the project without 
having to undergo the city’s far-more-rigorous Uni- 
form Land-Use Review Procedure. 

“I’m a huge believer in the ULURP process,” he 
told the Observer. “If it happened again, and the 
state were to ask if I would encourage them to take 
See YARDS on page 6 


MORE INSIDE 

Atlantic Yards' 4th anniversary: P. 6 
New Yards security concerns: P. 13 
Editorial /Doctoroff's disaster: P.14 



Hammerman now 
belongs to the ages 

By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The New York City Hall of 
Fame (yes, there is one) inducted 
its freshman class last weekend — 
and none other than Craig Ham- 
merman, the district manager of 
Community Board 6, made the cut! 

Hammerman, who has been the 
power behind the CB6 throne for 
15 years, earned the recognition. 

Not Gehrig, Whitman or one of 
several Roosevelts. Hammerman. 

Which raises an obvious ques- 
tion: How do you get to the New 
York City Hall of Fame? Volunteer, 
volunteer, volunteer. 

The Hall tapped the CB6 manag- 
er for his long record of donating 
his time to such groups as the Park 
Slope Civic Council, Prospect Park 
Track Club, the PS 372 PTA, the 
Police Department’s Honor Legion 
and even the New York State Foun- 
dation for Science, Technology and 
Innovation, where he is giving his 
time to foster high-tech commercial 
development. 

See FAME on page 14 


Cream of the crop 

Twelve New York "legends" were inducted into the 
new New York City Hall of Fame last weekend. The list 
of honorees may surprise you: 


- 1171 — 


-CHEF 


Craig Hammerman 

Tito Puente 

Olga Bloom 

The heroes of 9-11 

Frederic Schwartz 

Lidia Matticchio Bastianich 

Joanne Smith 

Steve Huston 

Dr. Deborah Asnis 

Inge Auerbacher 

Martha Benton DeSaussure 

Mary DeSaussure Sobers 

Lynne Brooks and 

the Big Apple Greeters 


George Gershwin 
Theodore Roosevelt 
Lou Gehrig 
Secretariat 
Fiorello LaGuardia 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 
Humphrey Bogart 
Herman Melville 
Barbara Streisand 
Norman Rockwell 
Jonas Salk 
Alexander Hamilton 
Sarah Jessica Parker 


Smith Street + Fifth Avenue = ‘Smifth’ 



Identical stores find homes on both strips 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Yes, you are seeing double. 

Smith Street and Fifth Avenue are be- 
coming mirror images of one another — 
thanks to at least half a dozen entrepreneurs 
opening shops on both streets. 

Call it “Smifth Avenue.” Lucia, Some- 
thing Else, Soula and Flirt, plus chains like 
Brooklyn Industries and Area Kids, have 
staked a claim on both streets. 


Owners say they’re making life easier 
for shoppers, not trying to erase Brooklyn’s 
long-standing neighborhood distinctions. 

“We noticed that we had significant 
numbers of customers who shop on Smith 
Street, but live in Park Slope and Prospect 
Heights,” said Soula owner Rick Lee. 

In almost all cases, shop owners opened 
their first outlet on Smith Street before ex- 
panding to Fifth Avenue. 

“There was an attitude of ‘If we were 
able to do it on Smith, now we’re able to 


do it on Fifth,”’ said Samantha Delman 
Caserta, the owner of 3Rliving, a Fifth Av- 
enue shop, and head of the Fifth Avenue 
Merchants Association. 

That’s because the wave of Smith Street 
restaurant and boutique openings, galva- 
nized by the arrival of the trend-setting 
restaurant Patois, took off in the late 1990s, 
a few years before Fifth Avenue got going. 

But restaurants like Patois would never 
have been drawn to Smith were it not for a 
major rehabilitation of the street and side- 


walks earlier in the decade. 

Shop owners say Fifth Avenue didn’t 
have a bellwether like Smith. Instead, it 
was part of the rising tide that lifted much 
of the rest of the borough, starting in 2000. 

There’s still an imbalance in terms of 
real-estate prices. On Smith, the average 
store is 650 square feet, and rents for about 
$3,000-$4,000, but restaurants and bars 
pay more. Fifth Avenues prices are lagging, 
but only slightly. 

See SMIFTH on page 14 



Get Your Holiday Cheer at 

Wine tastings every Friday, Saturday and Sunday afternoon through December 
New Years Eve Champagne tasting: Monday, December 31, 2 - 6pm 

Open Mon.-Sat. lOam-lOpm • Sun. Noon-8pm -211 Fifth Avenue (Near Union St.) (718) 636-WINE 
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great selection of sparkling wines 
in all styles and prices 

1 0% off full or mixed cases 


free delivery in Brooklyn 
($20 minimum) 

wine fridges at cost (call for details) 


New York’s Largest Lighting Showroom 

Large selection of lampshades and bulbs of all kinds • Repairs 
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'Yippie' 

Tonight, the Brooklyn 
Heights Jewish Film Festi- 
val presents "Yippie: A 


maker Paul Mazursky's 
(pictured) documentary 
about the annual pil- 
grimage of Hasidic Jews 
to the Ukraine. 

8 pm at Congregation B'nai 
Avraham (117 Remsen St at 
Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights). $5 and reservations 
are recommended. For infor- 
mation and a complete 
schedule, call (718) 596-4840. 


Jingle jam 

Featuring live perform- 
ances from local acts like 
the Brooklyn Community 
Chorus, Spoke the Hub 
Dance and more, Park 
Slope's "Jingle Bell 
Jamboree" is a chance to 
give yourself the gift of 
holiday spirit, some of 
the best that Brooklyn 
has to offer. 


MS 




Swiss mister 


BBQ blues 

We would head over to 
Bar BQ in Greenwood 
Heights just for the grub, 
but tonight there's the 
added charm of live blues 
and free bourbon. Yes, free 
bourbon. Each Monday, 
Bar BQ offers its bourbon 
of the week — this week 
it's Old Taylor — free of 
charge. This is as close to 
a Christmas miracle as we 
could hope for. 

7 pm-9 pm at Bar BO (689 Sixth 
Ave. at 20th Street in Green- 
wood Heights). Free. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 499-4872 or 


Illustrator Bob Eckstein's 
work has appeared in 
the New Yorker and GQ, 
but tonight it will adorn 
the walls of Word book- 
store in Greenpoint. 
Hostess-with-the-mostest 
Christine Onorati will be 
on hand, serving spiked 
hot cocoa (GO Brooklyn 
loves Word's adults-only 
parties!) while Eckstein 
shares art from his new 
collection, "History of the 
Snowman." 

7:30 pm at Word (126 
Franklin St. at Milton Street in 
Greenpoint). Free. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 383-0096 or 





'Star' power 

Tonight, check out the 
gospel musical, "Follow 
the Star," at the Kumble 
Theater. The show, which 
stars "Chicago" alum 
Carol Woods (pictured) 
follows a young girl long- 
ing for a holiday visit from 
her parents, who are sta- 
tioned in the Middle East. 

8 pm at the Kumble Theater 
(on the Downtown Brooklyn 
campus of Long Island 
University, Flatbush Avenue 
Extension at DeKalb Avenue 
in Downtown Brooklyn). $30- 
$100. For information, call 
(718) 488-1624 or visit 
www.kumbletheater.org. 


NINE DAYS IN BROOKLYN 




1073 39th Street (corner Ft. Hamilton Pkwy) (718) 436-2207 

Hours: Mon. & Tues. 9-5:30; Wed. CLOSED; Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5:30; Sat & Sun. 10-5 
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Read your local stoop here. Read them all at BrooklynPaper.com 



O’Malley’s not 
one for Hall 



Tom Gilbert 

ot an independent city 


W'MSBURG ■ 

'Finger' going up 

PARK SLOPE 


Last week, we talked about the 
lack of outrage over the late Dodgers 
owner Walter O'Malley's induction 
into the baseball Hall of Fame earlier 
this month. And we debunked the 
idea that O'Malley was some kind of 
visionary for seeing the economic po- 
tential of the West Coast. 

T he truth is that any idiot in the 
1950s knew that baseball could 
and would make money in Cali- 
fornia. Instead of planning an order- 
ly expansion, however, the lords of 
baseball played the “build me a new 
ballpark” game. From the 1950s 
into the 1990s, dozens of American 
cities either built new ballparks or 
lost teams to the cities that did. 

The only thing unique about 
Brooklyn was that, unlike Boston, 

Chicago, Atlanta or Los Angeles, it wi 
with control over its own purse strings. This meant that, even if the 
taxpayers of 1950s Brooklyn had been willing to give Walter O’- 
Malley a heavily subsidized or free new ballpark, they could not 
have done so without the cooperation of New York City’s other 
four boroughs, none of which felt any particular urgency about 
making the profitable Brooklyn ballclub more profitable. 

The upshot is that O’Malley must have known that the ulti- 
matum he gave the city — help me build a new park or I’ll leave 
— would be refused. It is hard to avoid the conclusion that the 
whole thing was public-relations cover for a move to the West 
Coast that he had already decided to make. 

Could O’Malley have stayed in Brooklyn? Of course. In 1957, 
he was in the same predicament as the Boston Red Sox and Chica- 
go Cubs — stuck with small, obsolete pre-World War I ballparks in 
cities that refused to re- 
place them with new fa- 
cilities. Neither team 
moved, and today, of 
they are two of 
st-profitable fran- 
chises in baseball, despite 
their tiny ballparks. 

So how should we 
Brooklynites feel about 
O’Malley’s induction into 
baseball Valhalla? Person- 
ally, I take it as an insult 
— one in a long train of 
abuses that we have suf- 
fered at the hands of Or- 
ganized Baseball. We de- 
serve more respect. After 
all, Brooklyn is where the 
modem sport of baseball was bom, the site of the first enclosed ball- 
park, the place where the first fans rooted for their boys to beat New 
York, the place where the first curveball was thrown. 

Brooklyn fans bled royal blue from the team’s inception in 
' 184 to its last home game in 1957. Baseball’s color line 
is broken here, setting a peaceful example for integration 
elsewhere. It is absurd that the baseball monopoly has arbitrarily 
kept major league baseball out of what would be America’s 
fourth-largest city for the past half-century. 

For a few days after it happened, I was puzzled that so many 
Brooklynites were calm and philosophical about O’Malley’s elec- 
tion to the Hall. One friend told me, “O’Malley was no hero, but 
he was smart. You couldn’t blame him for leaving a good baseball 
situation for a better one; after all, isn’t baseball a business?” 

That is when it hit me why there was so little anger in Brook- 
lyn last week. In the 1950s, people were starting to give up on 
Brooklyn and on New York in general. Property values were 
dropping; middle class flight to the suburbs was creating social 
upheaval; and corporations were leaving the city in droves. Los- 
ing the Dodgers rubbed salt in these wounds. 

Today, Brooklyn is booming, fashionable and fast recovering 
its place as the core of New York. In the 1950s, the smart mon- 
ey — including Walter O’Malley — was exiting Brooklyn. Now 
that the smart money is once again pouring into the borough 
from all over the world, our 50-year old betrayal by baseball and 
the Dodgers has lost its sting. 

Tom Gilbert is a writer and historian who lives in Greenpoint. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

Our pals at the DUMBO General Store have just added Six- 
point IPA to the draft beer menu. Don’t worry, though, Brooklyn 
Lager is still on tap. . . . The New York City College of Tech- 
nology, at 300 lay St., just opened a new “birthing lab,” where 
nursing students learn the ins and outs of labor and delivery (except 
with dummy mothers and babies). . . . The DUMBO Arts Center 
is currently taking submissions for an exhibition on religion and its 
relationship to power, economics and politics. For info, visit 
www.dumboartscenter.com. . . . Assemblyman Hakeem Jef- 
fries (D-Fort Greene) is backing one-time Brooklynite Barack 
Obama for prez, saying the Illinois senator will “ensure that every 
American has access to affordable health care, quality education, 
and meaningful employment.” Jeffries is bucking the rest of the 
Brooklyn political establishment, which is behind New York’s ‘Ta- 
vorite” “daughter,” Sen. Hillary Clinton. . . . Our pals at Marco 
Polo at the comer of Court and Union streets have opened a take- 
out counter. E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare fi boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

n 7am-iopm weekdays, Qatn-iOpm weekends 




yam-iopm weekdays, 9atn-i0ptn weekends 

• 2 supervised playgrounds - fun S SAFE 
| • web cams - watch your dog play 

I • curbside pick up and drop off 
I • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
I • individual attention 

[ • multi-pet fi long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



Bill Gallagher, 70, courthouse dean 

Court officers and other mourners lined Sidney Place and the steps of St. Charles Borromeo Roman Catholic Church in Brook- 
lyn Heights at last Wednesday's funeral for Bill Gallagher, who died on his 70th birthday, Dec. 3, after a lifetime in the criminal 
justice system. Gallagher worked in the state's court system since 1977, most recently as the system's inspector general. A 
graduate of Brooklyn Law School, he is survived by four children. 


Have a seat in 
the Standish 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The Watchtower Bible and 
Tract Society, a major land- 
owner in Brooklyn Heights 
and DUMBO, has netted a 
whopping $50 million for the 
Standish Arms Hotel, a Co- 
lumbia Heights building that 
will be turned into luxury 



rentals, the new owner says. 

The building, formerly a res- 
idence hall for Jehovah’s Wit- 
nesses who worked for the soci- 
ety’s printing and distribution 
businesses, was bought by 
Boston-based Taurus Invest- 
ment Holdings last week. 

The 12-stoiy building will be 
converted into about 100 apart- 
ments, with two-bedroom units 
starting at $3,600, one bed- 
rooms from $2,800, and studios 
at $2,000. 

The upper floors have unob- 
structed views of Lower Manhat- 
tan — a selling point, said Patrick 
McGrath, a managing partner 
wilh Taurus’ New York Office. 

“That was really what drew 
us to the property,” he said. 

The anticipated rents are 
comparable to other new prop- 
erties in the neighborhood, ex- 
perts said. 

“The prices are very fair giv- 
en the amazing views and the 
prestige of living in Brooklyn 
Heights,” said Alice Shevchuk, 
marketing director for Awaye 
Realty, the leasing agent for 
Standish Arms. Shevchuk 



added that many of the apart- 
ments have already been re- 
habbed and are available now. 

The sale of the 1903 hotel is 
the first step in the Witnesses’ 
ongoing move away from the 
Heights, where the sect has had 
a presence since 1909, when it 
established printing and distri- 
bution operations for its Bible 
translations. 

The 128-unit Beaux-Arts hotel 
building at 169 Columbia Heights 
was one of the Witnesses’ 18 
Brooklyn Heights properties — 
and one of six sites that were put 
on the market earlier this year. 

Over the past few years, the 
Witnesses have been relocating 
those operations to upstate Wal- 
kill. 


The purchase of the Standish 
Arms is Taurus’s first buy in 
New York — but it won’t be the 
last, McGrath said. 

“We’re excited about making 
investments in Brooklyn be- 
cause of its dynamic environ- 
ment in terms of all the develop- 
ment that is happening now as 
well as the developments that 
are planned for the future,” he 
said. “We think the future of 
Brooklyn is very bright.” 

And if the name of the 
building sounds familiar, re- 
member that Clark Kent, of Su- 
perman fame, was said to have 
lived in apartment 5H of the 
Standish Arms Hotel (though 
that hotel was in Metropolis, 
not Brooklyn). 



SID'S HARDWARE 

345 Jay Street 
(Between Hilary & Willoughby Streets) 
Downtown Brooklyn 
(718) 875-2259 
Open 7 Days - We Deliver 
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T’irecf of tfe usuaC 
func fxxme fare? 

Tine Japanese cuisine, 
pfus fuff susfii far, 
for funcfi or dinner. 


Japanese Restaurant 


Nanai or? 


WIN 

THE £ FOOT 

"WORLDS LARGEST 
CHRISTMAS STOCKING" 



ENTER T© WIN AT 
AMERICAN 
HOUSEWARES 


* Christmas Decorations 
Lights * Trees * Wreaths 
& Much, Much More! 

AMERICAN 

HOUSEWARES 

Tnuel/aSuJt ] 0 % OFF 

& ALL STORE MERCHANDISE 

I m || »» | IBM WITH THIS AD 

85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 

Open 7 Days A Week 
, (718) 243-0844 



r; 1 

cliA tire Aect&an. to, (raAe. 

20 % 

Save 20% on any item throughout the store 
when you present this coupon*. 

Calling all Santas and Santettes, what 
could be jollier than saving on some of the 
season’s coolest gifts, like charm 
jeweliy from Heather Moore, decoupage 
from John Derian, accessories and 
furniture from Mitchell Gold+Bob 
Williams, plus lots of Hannukah goodies 
and spectacular ornaments. 


HAYSTACK 

ho meed body 

130 Clinton Street . 
(betw, Joralemon and Livingston) 
718 246 25.1 O' 

Hours: Mon-Satd I -7 Sun 12-6 
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COBBLE HILL 

VARIETY 

Holiday Shipping 

Authorized Shipping Center 

'HSSSS& ^ FedEx. 

Overnight • Ground 
Priority • Drop-off Service 
Mailing Supplies 

Get It There On Time! 

Cobble Hill Variety 
& Mailing; Center 

495 Henry Street (» Depawso • (718) 852-8844 

OPEN 7 DAYS TIL 9PM 




www.SidsHardware.com 
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other 15, approached a 31-year- 
old woman from behind on 
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O’Malley’s not 
one for Hall 


eek,w 


talked at 


late Dodgers owner Walter O'Mal- 
ley became the most-hated man in 
Brooklyn when he moved the team 
to Los Angeles in 1957 — and we 

voted into the baseball Hall of 
Fame earlier this month. 

We debunked the idea that O'- 
Malley deserved credit because he 
played some role in Jackie Robin- 
on's history-making c 


he w 
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T he truth is that any idiot in the 
1950s knew that baseball could 
and would make money in Cal- 
ifornia. Instead of planning an or- 
derly expansion, however, the lords 
of baseball played the “build r 
the 1950s it ' ' ' 



at did. 



The only thing unique about Brooklyn was that, unlike 
Boston, Chicago, Atlanta or Los Angeles, it was not an inde- 
pendent city with control over its own purse strings. This meant 
that, even if the taxpayers of 1950s Brooklyn had been willing 
to give Walter O’Malley a heavily subsidized or free new ball- 
park, they could not have done so without the cooperation of 
New York City’s other four boroughs, none of which felt any 
particular urgency about making the profitable Brooklyn ball- 
club more profitable. 

The upshot is that O’Malley must have known that the ulti- 
matum he gave the city — help me build a new park or I’ll leave 
— would be refused. It is hard to avoid the conclusion that the 
whole thing was public- 
relations cover for a 
move to the West Coast 
that he had already de- 
cided to make. 

Could O’Malley have 
stayed in Brooklyn? Of 
course. In 1957, he was 
in the same predicament 
as the Boston Red Sox 
and Chicago Cubs — 
stuck with small, obso- 
lete pre-World War I 
ballparks in cities that 
refused to replace them 
with new facilities. Nei- 
____________ ther team moved, and 

today, of course, they are 
two of the most-prof- 
itable franchises in baseball, despite their tiny ballparks. 

So how should we Brooklynites feel about O’Malley’s induc- 
tion into baseball Valhalla? Personally, I take it as an insult — 
one in a long train of abuses that we have suffered at the hands 
of Organized Baseball. We deserve more respect. After all, 
Brooklyn is where the modem sport of baseball was bom, the 
site of the first enclosed ballpark, the place where the first fans 
rooted for their boys to beat New York, the place where the first 
curveball was thrown. 

Brooklyn fans bled royal blue from the team’s inception in 
' 184 to its last home game in 1957. Baseball’s color line 
as broken here, setting a peaceful example for integration 
elsewhere. It is absurd that the baseball monopoly has arbitrarily 
kept major league baseball out of what would be America’s 
fourth-largest city for the past half-century. 

For a few days after it happened, I was puzzled that so many 
Brooklynites were calm and philosophical about O’Malley’s 
election to the Hall. One friend told me, “O’Malley was no hero, 
but he was smart. You couldn’t blame him for leaving a good 
baseball situation for a better one; after all, isn’t baseball a busi- 
ness?” 

That is when it hit me why there was so little anger in Brook- 
lyn last week. In the 1950s, people were starting to give up on 
Brooklyn and on New York in general. Property values were 
dropping; middle class flight to the suburbs was creating social 
upheaval; and corporations were leaving the city in droves. Los- 
ing the Dodgers rubbed salt in these wounds. 

Today, Brooklyn is booming, fashionable and fast recovering 
its place as the core of New York. In the 1950s, the smart mon- 
ey — including Walter O’Malley — was exiting Brooklyn. Now 
that the smart money is once again pouring into the borough 
from all over the world, our 50-year old betrayal by baseball and 
the Dodgers has lost its sting. 

Tom Gilbert is a writer and historian who lives in G reenpoint. 
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THE KITCHEN SINK 

The historic Domino Sugar factory received its official 
landmark status from the City Council on Tuesday — but the 
landmark protection won’t shield the Adant House, which is ac- 
tually the oldest building on the site, from demolition. . . . Some- 
thing to scream about: According to the Daily News, Williams- 
burg came in a very close second to Flatbush for the title of the 
city’s noisiest neighborhood, as measured by complaints to 
311. Williamsburg was three measly complaints behind Flatbush ’s 
2j058. Bushwick and Brownsville came in third and fourth. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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‘Finger’ stretching upwards 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A notorious 16-story apartment project 
on North Eighth Street that has been hold- 
ing steady at 10 stories for seven months 
was cleared for takeoff this week. 

The city’s Board of Standards and Ap- 
peals on Monday granted developer Mendel 
Brach his long-sought extension to finish the 
Robert Scarano-designed project at 144 N. 
Eighth St. 

The vote on the so-called “finger build- 
ing,” which earned its nickname because 
some residents think the finished building 
will be so tall that it will resemble an up- 
raised middle finger waving at the neighbor- 


hood, came despite a rejection of the vari- 
ance by Community Board 1 . 

“The community is extremely disappoint- 
ed in the board’s decision,” said Evan Thies, 
a member of the CB1 land-use committee. 
“If there was ever a clear example of a de- 
veloper that didn’t deserve a second chance 
on a project, this is it. 

“It’s representative of everything that is 
wrong with development in North Brook- 
lyn,” added Thies, who, coincidently, kicked 
off his run for the City Council in 2009 with 
a party on Tuesday night. 

The long saga of the “finger building” be- 
gan in 2005, when Brach successfully com- 
pleted the foundation of the building before 
the city rezoned much of Williamsburg and 


Greenpoint. Completing the foundation ex- 
empted Brach from the new zoning, which 
limited the height of new buildings to 50 feet. 

But Brach had to complete the project, 
which is located between Berry Street and 
Bedford Avenue, in two years. 

That time ran out this May, so construc- 
tion was halted by the city. Brach’s path to 
Monday’s BSA extension first took him to 
CB 1 , which rejected his request this fall. 

But community board votes are only ad- 
visory. 

Activists vowed that the fight is “not 
over,” said Phil DePaolo, a “finger building” 
opponent. 

He and others claim that Brach illegally 
acquired air rights to build up to 16 stories. 


Council sweet on landmarking 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The developer planning to 
transform the long-shuttered 
Domino Sugar refinery into a 
vibrant residential community 
will face increased costs now 
that the City Council has 
landmarked three historic 
buildings on the site — but 
the company couldn’t be hap- 

After all, Community Pre- 



The City Council has landmarked the Domino Sugar refinery. 



servation Corporation, support- 
ed the landmark designation — 
despite the costs it would add 
to its $ 1.5-billion project to 
transform the shuttered sugar 
plant into a modem, Rafael Vi- 
noly-designed project featuring 
2,200 units of housing in sever- 
al skyscrapers centered around 
a historic core. 

“The adaptively reused re- 
finery will be at the center of 
our development,” CPC Vice 
President Susan Pollock told 
the City Council on Monday, a 
day before the legislature offi- 
cially landmarked three historic 
buildings on the 19th-century 
waterfront site just north of the 
Williamsburg Bridge. 

“We recognize the signifi- 
cance of the refinery as a link 
to an important part of 
Williamsburg’s past,” added 
Pollock. “Reuse of the build- 
ings requires a delicate and 
costly dismantling of the interi- 
ors and rebuilding a new struc- 
ture within the preserved walls 
[but] we are delighted” to pre- 
serve the “central structure.” 

The Council vote secured 
landmark status to three circa- 
1884 buildings on the 11 -acre 
development site — relics of 
Williamsburg’s boom sugar in- 

Diane Jackier of the Land- 
marks Preservation Commis- 
sion called the buildings “the 
largest and most significant” of 
the waterfront sugar refineries 
to survive. 

Though it supported the 
landmarking of the refinery’s 
Filter, Pan and Finishing hous- 
es, CPC opposed landmarking 
the entire refinery, which 
would have included the iconic 
“Domino Sugar” sign and oth- 
er buildings. 

Michael Lappin, CPC’s pres- 
ident and CEO, said that the 

the sign — a beacon to Brook- 
lyn-bound travelers for decades 
— into the project, but hasn’t 
figured out how to do it yet. 
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Survey says: Nabe wants low-cost units 


By Adam F. Hutton 

The Brooklyn Paper 


The developer who wants 
to build 2,200 units of luxury 




He knows where his victim lives 


— but hep's still nabbed by 



D’Town 


is sold 

By Adam F. Hutton 
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Battle lines drawn over 
Navy Yard’s ‘Row’ future 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Scores of Brooklynites ral- 
lied on Tuesday to support a 
plan to tear down a row of his- 
toric, yet badly damaged, 
houses inside the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard to make room for a 
supermarket — even as the 
federal government issued a 
report declaring that most of 
the 10 150-year-old mansions 
can be saved. 

“Let’s build the supermar- 
ket!” Councilwoman Letitia 
James (D-Fort Greene) told a 
crowd of about 75 Brooklynites 


before a public hearing at an el- 
ementary school at Gold and 
York streets. “Let’s create jobs 
for the community. Let’s inte- 
grate the Navy Yard into the 
community. If you want a su- 
permarket, say yes!” 

“Yes!” echoed the crowd be- 
hind her. 

Admirals Row, the collection 
of mansions that overlooks Flush- 
ing Avenue near Navy Street, is at 
a critical juncture. The mansions 
sit on six acres of federally owned 
land within the otherwise city- 
controlled Navy Yard. 

The National Guard wants to 
sell the land, and according to lo- 
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cal law, must give the city first 
dibs. But because of the houses’ 
historic significance, the Guard 
must also go through an arduous 
public comment and historic re- 
view process. If, at the end of 
that process, the Guard deter- 
mines that the houses should be 
saved, it can refuse to sell them 
to the city, or it can sell them to 
the city with the understanding 
that they must be preserved. 

If the city isn’t interested, the 
Guard can sell the houses and 
the land to someone else. 

The city has said repeatedly 
that it isn’t interested. 

Navy Yard CEO Andrew 
Kimball wants to tear them 
down to make way for a super- 
market and a new employment 
center that would place 500 
area residents in jobs. 

He does not support an alter- 
native plan that would require 
the restoration of some or all of 
the mansions. 

“If we’re required to rebuild 
any or all of the buildings, you 
will shrink the supermarket, lose 
hundreds of jobs on the site, and 
it won’t happen, because it is not 
viable,” said Kimball. 

The draft copy of the Nation- 
al Guard’s Assessment of Ad- 
mirals Row said that the hous- 
es, which retain “an extremely 
high level of historic integrity,” 
would cost about $25 million to 
fully restore. 

“In general, the structural in- 
tegrity for the original 19th cen- 
tury portions of the buildings’ 
superstructure appears to be 
sound, level and plumb, show- 
ing localized areas of framing 
failures and masonry distress, 
with the exception of [two] 
buildings,” read the report. 

Kimball countered that just 
because a building can be re- 
stored, doesn’t mean it should be. 



“You can rebuild anything,” 
said Kimball. “It’s a question of 

On the other hand, the report’s 
conclusions jibe with the asser- 
tions of neighborhood preserva- 
tionists, particularly those in the 
higher-income neighborhoods of 
Fort Greene and Clinton Hill. 

“A number of contractors 
with whom I work on various 
restoration projects say that 
they would jump at the oppor- 
tunity to rebuild the Admirals 
Row houses,” said Brent Porter, 
a professor of architecture at 
Pratt Institute, who proposed 
that Pratt host a design compe- 
tition for the houses. 

Shahn Andersen, the devel- 
oper who has worked with 
Porter to rebuild the Broken 
Angel, that handmade ziggurat 
on Downing Street, said he’s 
“restored houses in worse shape 
than these.” 

Regardless, the city’s plan 
has wide support in the neigh- 
boring public housing projects, 
and is backed by public offi- 
cials and Community Board 2, 
which voted overwhelmingly in 
favor of the supermarket on 
Wednesday night. 

Sylvenia Leary, who lives in 
the Farragut Houses and walks 


Politicians rallied on Tues- 
day in support of the Brook- 
lyn Navy Yard's plan to tear 
down a row of historic hous- 
es to build a supermarket 
and a job-training center. 
Navy Yards officials said the 
houses (left) are in such dis- 
repair that they should not 


with the help of a cane, said at 
the hearing Tuesday night that 
the food at her neighboring 
small grocery store “is some- 
times expired, and sometimes 
we have to return the meat be- 

Damell Canada, an Ingersoll 
resident and the founder of RE- 
BUILD, which helps formerly 
incarcerated men get jobs, 
added that, “elderly people are 
going crazy just trying to get 
the basic necessities. ... [And] 
do you want to look at a build- 
ing, or do you want jobs?” 

But not all of his neighbors 
agreed. Edward Carter, a veter- 
an of the Korean and Vietnam 
wars and a half-century resident 
the Walt Whitman Houses, said, 
“Admirals Row should be 
made into a veterans center.” 

Some neighbors were open 
to compromise. Gary Hattem, 
who lives a block and a half 
from the Navy Yard, said that he 
hopes to see a supermarket, but 
believes “this can be accom- 
plished without [the] wholesale 
demolition of Admirals Row.” 

The National Guard may end 
up agreeing.“There is no telling 
[what the outcome will be],” said 
Kristin Leahy, the manager of the 
National Guard Bureau Cultural 
Resources Program. 

“We have to sit down with 
both parties and try to come up 
with a compromise.” 
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Come on Xmas, 
light my fire 
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^ all it a holiday tree or call it a 
Christmas tree. Either way, 

W that thing is potentially lethal. 

And expensive, too. Last year, 
given the choice between an $80 
local tree and a $40 one from 
Lowe’s, I chose the economy ver- 
sion. Within a week it was as dry as 
a piece of pasta. I prayed to the fire 
gods that I could make it through 
Christmas day without calling 911. 

And therein lies a great Park 
Slope tale (albeit one from 1914). 

Mrs. Beguelin, who lived on the 
comer of Eighth Avenue and Berke- 
ley Place, picked the wrong day for a 
play date. Her little 5-year-old daugh- 
ter, Virginia, invited 3-year-old Gre- 
gory Price (who lived right next door 
to what became Ozzie’s on Seventh 
Avenue) to come and play. His governess brought him over, and 
Mrs. Beguelin promptly sent the kids and Mary Hammond, “a ne- 
gro girl in her employ,” according to the New York Times, to the 
first-floor library so she could have some time to herself upstairs. 

Naturally the kids wanted to see the Christmas tree all lit up, 
so Mary plugged it in — which in 1914, meant she lit all the 
wax candles on the tree. Within moments the whole thing burst 
into flames. In a panic, everyone ran upstairs to the second floor. 

They all survived the experience — but it was quite a show. 
The two kids were dropped out of the second-floor bay window 
into the outstretched overcoats of passersby. But what to do with 
the three adults? 

Pedestrian John Lilly, of 943 President St., found a ladder 
from a nearby neighbor. Unfortunately the darned thing was too 
short to reach to the top. So he and a couple of other guys held 
it up over their heads and instructed the women to climb down. 
Any guesses as to who got to be the guinea pig? 

Poor Mary Hammond made it about halfway down before the 
ladder swayed and she fell to the sidewalk, breaking her hip. 
Mrs. Beguelin went next and fared better (the guys figured out 
what they had done 
wrong with Mary). 

At that point the Fire 
Department showed up 
and Captain James Walsh 
of Engine Company 269 
put the ladder flat against 
the wall, climbed up it 
and instructed the gov- 
erness to lower herself 
from the window. As she 
slid past him, he grabbed 
her ankles with all his 
strength and held her 
dangling upside down 
from the top of the lad- 
der. Undignified, to say 
the least, but at least she 

Mary Hammond, albeit 



Fortunately they all made it, 
burned and with broken bones. 

Today, Park Slope has very few Christmas tree accidents, ac- 
cording to the firefighters at Ladder 122 on 1 1th Street. But they 
do happen — and they are life-changing. 

“You go to one Christmas tree fire and you’11 be using artifi- 
cial trees for the rest of your life,” one of the firefighters told me. 
Another firefighter from Squad 1 told me that if a tree catches 
fire, the whole apartment is gone, too. 

The Fire Department says you should look for a tree that has 
soft, pliable needles. Never use fights that are damaged, and 
keep space heaters far away from the tree. Don’t run extension 
cords under the carpet. 

So, score another point for buying local. This year, I’m going 
to bite the money bullet and get a nice tree from the people who 
bring evergreens fresh from Vermont on Union Street, or the 
Canadians on Flatbush Avenue. 

I’ll save the fireworks for New Year’s Eve. 

Wendy Ponte is a writer who lives in Park Slope. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

How about that five-course tasting menu at Melt on Bergen 
Street? At $25, it’s a steal. And another $20 gets you five paired 
wines. Our cheapskate editor is very pleased. . . . Our pal Joe Ci- 
ccone just celebrated his 1 5 th anniversary as a volunteer at the 
Prospect Park Zoo. Ciccone is best known for his stirring 
narration of the sea-lion feedings and pointing out emus on the 
Discovery Trail (yes, he can tell the difference between an emu 
and a kangaroo). . . . Our athletic pals at St. Saviour HS on 
Eighth Avenue are already enjoying a successful year on the 
hardwood. The varsity basketbaM team is 4-1 heading into 
the Christmas recess. Fans are crediting coach Bob Atanasio, 
but The Sink has been impressed by freshman center Alyson 
Caiazzo. . . . Jonathan Safran Foer. who is not only the 
greatest writer of his generation, but a Second Street resident, 
will be teaching a writing course at distant Yale University next 
spring. His publicist at Houghton Mifflin, which published 
Foer’s master work, “Everything is Illuminated,” refused to put 
Foer on the phone with our Foer-fawning editor. ... Evan 
Thies, a former staffer for Councilman David Yassky 
(D-Brooklyn Heights), is running for his former boss’s seat — 
and had his kickoff event this week at Union Hall, which is a 
pretty wise choice for a Williamsburg resident, if you ask us. 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 
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#fe7l be watching you 

Our shutterbug caught Marlon Marquez, a livery driver with the Park Slope car service Aricebo, during a recent night shift. 

Canal: safe for fish, not us 

Local groups say cleanup of Gowanus doesn't go far enough 
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By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Gowanus Canal-area resi- 
dents say government agen- 
cies are selling them down the 
river by not pushing for a 
cleanup that will make the 
fetid waterway safe for swim- 
ming someday. 

Community groups have 
long dreamed of a canal lined 
by parks, cafes and, perhaps, 
even a swimming hole — but 
at a meeting last Thursday at 
the Belarusian Church on At- 
lantic Avenue, federal officials 
made it clear that they were not 
ready to plunge in towards the 

“The immediate goal is to 
meet the current classification,” 
said Suzanne Mattei, regional 
director for the state Depart- 
ment of Environmental Con- 

“Meaning we want fish to 
propagate in it and have sec- 
ondary recreational contact 
with it,” like kayaking, she 

Such a prognosis for the sick 
canal prompted Diane Bux- 
baum, a Carroll Gardens resi- 
dent and Sierra Club member to 
ask, “Why are we setting our 
goals so low?” 

Buxbaum and others want the 
canal, which was Brooklyn’s 
20th-century dumping ground, 



Federal officials dropped a bombshell on Gowanus Canal-area residents last week, announc- 
ing that the cleanup of the waterway will only make it safe for fish, not humans. 


to become its 21st-century play- 
ground, which would be safe for 
activities like swimming and 
fishing. 

At issue is the city’s $2 10- 
million, decade-long plan to 
clean the Gowanus so that fish 
can breed, though humans can’t 
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standards is the city sewer sys- 
tem, which discharges raw 
waste into the canal during 
heavy rains. These so-called 
combined sewer overflows 
(CSOs) prevent backups in 
homes or floods in the street, 
but they are a continual source 
of pollution for the Gowanus. 

It would take hundreds of 
million dollars to eliminate such 
CSOs, and Jim Olander of the 
federal Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency said the result 
would not be all that noticable. 

“No matter how much mon- 
ey you spend to eliminate 
CSOs, there’s [limited] water 


quality improvement,” he said. 

Scientists say the canal can 
only be made fit for swimming if 
the city not only fully controls the 
CSOs, but also takes greater con- 
trol over planned development. 

“We would also need to cre- 
ate a green buffer to prevent any 
raw sewage or other contami- 
nants being dumped directly 
into canal,” said Danlin Yu, a 
professor of urban geography at 
Montclair State University. 

The area around the canal is 
of intense interest to real-estate 
developers who are seeking to 
build residential housing in the 
former manufacturing hub. 
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Two tweens bump and rob 
60 year old on First Street 


He did not get a good look at 
the perps, but described them 
all as black men in their 20s. 

Car rob 

A man was sitting in his car 
when a man came over, punched 
him through the window and 
took his wallet right out of his 
pocket on Dec. 9, cops said. 

The stunned victim told po- 
lice that he was at a traffic light 
on Eighth and Flatbush avenues 
at around 4 pm when the 5- 
foot-8, 175-pound man punch- 
ed him and grabbed the wallet, 
which, fortunately, did not con- 
tain any cash. 

Library card 

Someone stole close to 
$2,500 from a cash register in 
the third-floor cafeteria of the 
Brooklyn Public Library’s Cen- 
tral branch on Grand Army 
Plaza on Nov. 21. 

The crime was not reported 
to police until Dec. 7, when of- 
ficials figured out that the mon- 
ey was missing. 

Cops will have a tough time 
cracking this case: There is no 
surveillance camera trained on 
that register. 

Subway rob 

A thief grabbed a woman’s 
cellphone as she sat on a New 
Lots Avenue-bound 3 train that 
was stopped at Grand Army 
Plaza on Dec. 6. 


verses §> 
reverses 


The poet laureate 
of Park Slope, who is 
of a certain age, 
weighs in with this po- 
etic offering. 

"The Middle" 


The fabled golden years 
Exist in legend solely. 

And even then, be stowed 
Only on the holy. 

Despite the rabid rants 
That come from youthful 

Embrace the summit years, 
You're middle-aged just once. 
The fortunate age of 40 
Puts you at the pinnacle. 
Post-pimple-dreaded 

Pre-endless games of 


The 22-year-old East Flat- 
bush resident told cops that she 
was sitting on the train at 
around 5:30 pm when a 5-foot- 
7 man grabbed her T-Mobile 
Sidekick and ran off the train. 

Schooled 

The “No good deed goes un- 
punished” category has a new 
entry this week: a pre-school 
teacher had her bag stolen while 
she taught a class on Dec. 5. 

The 22-year-old woman told 
cops that she placed her bag on 
a bench before beginning her 
class at the Sixth Avenue pre- 
school at around 2 pm. 

When she returned to her 
bag a few hours later, she no- 
ticed that her fancy purse, $60, 
a cellphone, a pair of leather 
gloves, a monthly Metrocard 
and her iPod were gone. 

The pre-school is at Eighth 

Wheely bad 

At least five cars were report- 
ed stolen off Park Slope streets 
last week, a huge jump over the 
previous weeks. Here’s the grue- 
some roundup: 

• A woman who had parked 
her 1996 Toyota on St. Johns 
Place between Sixth and Seventh 
avenues on Nov. 30 returned 
three days later to find it gone. 

• A Prospect Park West 
woman’s 2000 Audi was stolen 
from in front of her house, which 
is between President Street and 
Montgomery Place, on Dec. 5. 
She had parked it there just after 
midnight, and by 6:30 am, it was 
gone. 

She had been the victim of the 
same crime just one year ago, she 

• A Queens man who parked 
his 1995 Nissan on Seventh 
Street between Eighth Avenue 
and Prospect Park West on at 
around 8 am Dec. 8 returned 1 1 
hours later to find it missing. 

• A Third Avenue man who 
left the keys in the ignition of his 
1995 Corolla at around 7:40 pm 
on Dec. 9 returned just five min- 
utes later to find the car gone. It 
had been parked between Eighth 
and Ninth streets. 

• A 23-year-old man’s car was 
stolen back in September, but he 
only reported it stolen last week 
because the Department of Motor 
Vehicles was threatening to sus- 
pend his drivers license because 
he did not have insurance. 

The man told cops that he had 
loaned his car to a friend, who 
parked it on 10th Street between 
Sixth and Seventh avenues on 
Sept. 17. Hours later, it was gone. 

Police obliged the man and 
gave him the police report he re- 
quired. Whether the DMV fol- 
lowed suit is unclear. 


Picnic House, rink 
robbed in P’Park 


Two buildings inside Prospect Park — the Picnic House and 
the Wollman skating rink — were robbed last week, cops said. 

In the first incident, a thief or thieves entered the Picnic House, 
which is near the Third Street entrance, sometime after 7:45 pm on 
Dec. 4. 

There was no sign of forced entry on the exterior of the building, 
but the office lock had been broken. 

The perps stole two Nextel phones and $199.44. 

Three days later, the Wollman rink was broken into for the sec- 
ond time this year. The crime, which took place sometime between 
10 pm on Dec. 7 and 6:15 the next morning, began when a group of 
thugs broke through a Plexiglas window and then broke a lock on 
the manager’s door. 

After stealing a digital camera, a cellphone and $800, the perps 
fled — but not until one scrawled, “Niggas is Crip” on the wall, a 
reference to gang membership. 

Back in October, graffiti “artists” broke into the skating rink’s 
locker room and left their tags all over the joint. The Brooklyn Pa- 
per reported at the time that the tags included “Crip 4 Life” and 
“East Sick Crip” — a possible link to the latest incident. 

Meanwhile, a woman told police that she was mugged for $45 by 
two perps who hit her with a stick near the Picnic House in Prospect 
Park on Dec. 3. The Eighth Avenue resident said that she was near 
the Third Street entrance of the park at around 3 pm when the duo 
approached her with the menacing piece of wood. 

She gave over the money and the petps fled. — Gersh Kuntzman 

Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 5 boarding 

A A 718 222-4900 

' / *~' s \\ 7am-i0pm weekdays, Qam-iopm weekends 
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I ■ curbside pick up and drop off 
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f • multi-pet S long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
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TRY IT BEFORE YOU BUY IT 

J_ose Weight for FREE 

Quit Putting Off Getting Into 
Your Old Pants! 
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weight NOW. Get a free bottle of VF Weight Loss 
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By Gersh Kuntzman 
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78th Precinct 


Two pre-teenagers did the ol’ 
bump-and-rob to a 60-year-old 
woman on First Street on Dec. 
3, cops said. 

The victim told police that 
she was between Fifth and 
Sixth avenues at around 6:15 
pm when the two muggers — 
one age 12, the other age 11 — 
bumped into her. 

Seconds later, the senior citi- 
zen realized that her wallet, 
which contained her cellphone, 
$80 and a monthly Metrocard, 
had been taken. 

Gem job 

A thief broke into an Eighth 
Avenue apartment and stole 
more than $7,500 in jewelry, 
cops said. 

The victim told police that 
the crime must have occurred 
between 6 am on Nov. 29 and 
10 pm on Dec. 3 , when she re- 
turned to the apartment, which 
is at Fourth Street, to find the 
kitchen window ajar and the 
jewelry missing. 

A neighbor told cops that he 
heard someone on the roof on 
both Nov. 29 and Nov. 30. 

Bad mugging 

Three thugs surrounded a 
27-year-old Montgomery Place 
woman as she walked home on 
Dec. 8 at 10 pm. 

The woman said that she 


was just about at her door when 
she was jumped. 

The purse contained $50, a 
fancy wallet and various cards. 
The handbag itself was worth 
$150, she told police. 

Good ‘s— t’ 

Three muggers — possibly 
with a gun — robbed a man of 
cash and electronics as he head- 


ed towards the R-train station 
on Union Street on Dec. 9. 

The 35-year-old victim told 
cops that he was between 
Fourth and Fifth avenues at 
around 3 pm when the three- 
some approached. 

One member of the group 
said he had a gun and added, 


Slope crime spike 

It was a pretty ugly week for crime in Park Slope, what 
with a spike in robberies and car thefts. Overall crime 
is still down almost 1 1 percent from last year, but here's 
how last week compared to the same seven-day peri- 
od in 2006. All stats are Dec. 3-9. Source: NYPD 

CATEGORY 

2007 

2006 

% chg 

MURDER 

0 

0 

N/A 

RAPE 

0 

0 

N/A 

ROBBERY 

4 

1 

+300 

ASSAULT 

0 

2 

-100 

BURGLARY 

3 

4 

-25 

GRAND LARCENY 

9 

7 

+28.5 

CAR THEFT 

5 

2 

+150 
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History proves O’Malley doesn’t belong in the Hall 


U ntil last Monday, baseball 
had been admirably reluc- 
tant to admit former 
Dodgers owner Walter O’Mal- 
ley — the man who amputated 
pail of Brooklyn’s soul by tak- 
ing Dem Bums to Los Angeles 
in 1957 - into its Hall of Fame. 

O’Malley, of course, was 
once an immensely hated figure 
in these parts. According to the 
well-known anecdote, during 
the 1960s New York journalists 
Pete Hamill and lack Newfield 
decided to make separate lists 
of the 10 worst human beings 
in history. When the lists were 
compared, the top three were 
the same: Hitler, Stalin and 
Walter O’Malley. 

Today, some of the hard feel- 
ings have softened. Some of us 
even entertain revisionist theo- 
ries that assign responsibility 
for the Dodgers’ loss to Mayor 
Wagner or Robert Moses. 

Before we decide if having 
to look at a bronze version of 
O’Malley’s jowly face every 
time we drive the kids up to 
Cooperstown is an unforgivable 
insult to Brooklyn or no big 
deal, let’s look at the case made 
by his supporters: 

• O’Malley is the owner who 
brought the major leagues to 
the West Coast and made Am- 
erica’s pastime truly national. 

• He had something to do 
with the Dodgers’ integrating 
baseball by signing Jackie 
Robinson. 

• He made a lot of money in 
Los Angeles and the Dodgers 
won a lot of pennants there. 

• He did not want to move 
the Dodgers out of Brooklyn. 
He had to, because rascdly 
politicians would not help him 
build a new park to replace 
Ebbets Field. 

And now, the facts: 

The second point is easily 
dismissed. O’Malley was a pow- 
erless minority owner when 
Dodgers president Branch Rickey 
— his archenemy — signed 
Robinson in 1947 and broke the 
National League’s color line. 

Ditto the third point; the 
Brooks were also a very good 
team that won a lot of pennants 
and made a lot of money before 
O’Malley took them to La La 

A s to the first and last points, 
you must remember that in 
the 1950s the owners, as 
they do now, enjoyed a legal 
monopoly that allowed them to 
divvy up the nation’s baseball 
markets amongst themselves. 
This has almost guaranteed 
their profitability, as it would 



for any company with a popular 
product that faced virtually no 
competition. 

Dipping into their own deep 
pockets, an earlier generation of 
baseball magnates had built 
most of the existing major 
league baseball parks, including 
Tiger Stadium, Forbes Field, 
Fenway Park and Ebbets Field. 
From the 1950s through the 
1970s, these parks became too 
small, run-down, obsolete. 

At the same time, America’s 
population center was moving 
toward the south and west, 
away from the northeastern 
quadrant, where all of base- 
ball’s major league teams were 
located. The wily owners hit 
upon the idea of extorting local 
governments to build them 
brand-new ballparks by threat- 
ening to relocate to a neglected 
market such as LA., Atlanta, or 
San Francisco. 

Some, like the Braves, did in 
fact move, and there were 
enough cities left, including all 
those sunny, tantalizing Pacific 
Coast League towns, that lots of 
other owners could get into the 

The result was that local tax- 
payers handed rich baseball 
owners free new ballparks in 
Baltimore, Milwaukee, New 
York, Kansas City, Philadelphia 
and almost everywhere else. 
The “give me a free park or I’ll 
move” game was played until a 
decade or so ago, when base- 
ball finally used up its supply of 
unexploited markets. The re- 
sult? Presto, change-o, major 
league clubs from the Brewers 
to the Mets to the Yankees are 
once again building ballparks 
with their own money. 

The reason O’Mailey lost the 
game and moved to California 
was simply this: because Brook- 


lyn was not an independent city 
and had no control over its own 
purse strings, it could not be 
blackmailed into building, or 
subsidizing the land for, a new 
ballpark for the Dodgers. As 
much as the people of Brooklyn 
might have wanted their tax dol- 
lars to go for such a purpose, the 
city’s all-powerful Board of Esti- 
mate felt no particular pressure to 
help pay for a facility that would 
be used almost exclusively by 
one of the five boroughs. 

T he truth is that any idiot in 
the 1950s knew that base- 
ball could and would make 
money in California. Instead of 
planning an orderly expansion, 
however, the lords of baseball 
played the “build me a new ball- 
park” game. From the 1950s into 
the 1990s, many American cities 
either built new ballparks or lost 


The only thing unique about 
Brooklyn was that, unlike 
Boston, Chicago, Atlanta or 
Los Angeles, it was not an inde- 
pendent city with control over 
its own purse strings. This 
meant that, even if the taxpay- 
ers of 1950s Brooklyn had been 
willing to give Walter O’Malley 
a heavily subsidized or free 
new ballpark, they could not 
have done so without the coop- 
eration of New York City’s oth- 
er four boroughs, none of 
which felt any particular ur- 
gency about helping the prof- 
itable Brooklyn ballclub. 

The upshot is that O’Malley 
must have known that the ulti- 
matum he gave the city — help 
me build a new park or I’ll 
leave — would be refused. 

It is hard to avoid the conclu- 
sion that the whole thing was 
public-relations cover for a 


move to the West Coast that he 
had already decided to make. 

Could O’Malley have stayed 
in Brooklyn? Of course. 

In 1957, he was in the same 
predicament as the Boston Red 
Sox and Chicago Cubs — stuck 
with small, obsolete pre-World 
War I ballparks in cities that re- 
fused to replace them with new 
facilities. Neither team moved, 
and today, of course, they are 
two of the most-profitable fran- 
chises. 

So how should we Brook- 
lynites feel about O’Malley’s 
induction into baseball Valhal- 
la? Personally, 

I take it as an insult — one in 
a long train of abuses that we 
have suffered at the hands of 
Organized Baseball. We de- 
serve more respect. After all, 
Brooklyn is where the modem 
sport of baseball was bom, the 



site of the first enclosed ball- 
park, the place where the first 
fans rooted for their boys to 
beat New York, the place where 
the first curveball was thrown. 

Baseball’s color line was bro- 
ken here, setting a peaceful ex- 
ample for integration elsewhere. 
It is absurd that the baseball 
monopoly has arbitrarily kept 
major league baseball out of 
what would be America’s 
fourth-largest city for the past 
half-century. 

For a few days after it hap- 
pened, I was puzzled that so 
many Brooklynites were calm 
and philosophical about O’Mal- 
ley’s election to the Hall. One 
friend told me, “O’Malley was 
no hero, but he was smart. You 
couldn’t blame him for leaving 
a good baseball situation for a 
better one; after all, isn’t base- 
ball a business?” 


That is when it hit me why 
there was so little anger in 
Brooklyn about it. In the 1950s, 
people were starting to give up 
on Brooklyn and on New York 
in general. 

Property values were drop- 
ping; middle class flight to the 
suburbs was creating social up- 
heaval; and corporations were 
leaving the city in droves. Los- 
ing the Dodgers rubbed salt in 
these wounds. 

Today, Brooklyn is booming, 
fashionable and fast recovering 
its place as the core of New 
York. 

Now that the smart money is 
once again pouring into the bor- 
ough from all over the world, 
our 50-year old betrayal by 
baseball and the Dodgers has 
lost its sting. 

Tom Gilbert is a writer and his- 
torian who lives in Greenpoint 
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Shop ’til You Drop* 


BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET TO AID BROOKLYN’S NEEDIEST 


Corner of Smith Street 
& Union Street - Carroll 
Gardens/Cobble Hill, 
Brooklyn 

F & G trains; B75 & B71 
buses 
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Sunday Dec. 16 

brooklynindiemarket.com 
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Indie Designers are Dropping a Generous 10-15% 
of Receipts into a Fund to Help At-Risk Families. 


0 






All You Need To Do Is Shop! 

BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET 

Emerging Designer Market 
www.brooklynindiemarket.com 


• SINCE 1866 • 

Each year, at its two Family 
Centers — Bedford -Stuyvesant 
and East New York — the 
Brooklyn Bureau of Community 
Service helps more than 500 
neighborhood families to provide 
stable, nurturing homes. Through 
intensive counseling, families learn 
to heal from problems such as 
child neglect, abuse, depression, 
unemployment and 
inadequate parenting 
skills. 

e information 
ir website at 
w.bbcs.org 

BROOKLYN BUREAU OF ( 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
5 SCHERMERHORN ! 
(AND THROUGHOUT 
BROOKLYN) 
718-310-5600 
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The Puritans’ 
lap dance 


YELLOW 

HOOKER 



Matthew Lysiak 


L ets face it: Bay Ridge has long 
had a reputation for being an 
uptight, prudish community, 
but all that is about to change. 

That’s because four women 
were kind enough to help local 
straphangers pass the time by doing 
erotic pole exercises complete with 
lap dances, and lots of flesh — and 
it was all caught on video. 

But it wasn’t just for fun. The 
clip, titled “Sexy Pole Dance Girls 
in NYC Subway,” started getting 
noticed after it was submitted to 
Darejunkies.com, a Web site that 
bills itself as “Jackass” meets My- 
Space, and offers cash prizes for contestants who perform dares 
on camera. The perpetrator(s) of the craziest stunt can win 
$10, 000. 

The footage on the Web site (also available on YouTube) 
shows four scantily women, straddling various subway poles 
and grinding up against several guys who look like they are en- 
joying the ride (the subway ride — get your mind out of the gut- 
ter!). 

Mouths drop to the ground as the girls show off their moves 
before a packed car of stunned commuters — including small 
children. At one point in the video, NYU theater student Maris- 
sa Lupp, 20, even performs a lap dance that would make the 
strippers at Scores blush. 

The ladies — who call themselves the “Pole-ite Girls” — say 
they got their warmest reaction right under the streets of conser- 
vative Bay Ridge. 

“The R-train got held up in Brooklyn so we were on it a long 
time and we were surprised that the passengers were so friendly 
and kind,” said Lupp, 20, who along with Isis, Jessica Wu, and 
Laura Lee Anderson 
hatched the scheme for 
the two-hour ride last 
March. “Everyone was 
so engaged, they were 
cheering us on and giv- 
ing us lots of encourage- 

Our community is 
known for many things 
— but wild and crazy 

After all, Bay Ridge 
is the place where a 
poster for the Showtime 
series, “The L Word,” 
which featured snug- 
gled-up lesbians, elicited 
mass protests from state Sen. Marty Golden. 

Of course, it wasn’t just Bay Ridge that got treated to a free show 
— straphangers on the N, Q, and L lines also got their two bucks’ 
worth, and it is hard to say exactly how many commuters were ac- 
tually local residents. 

But no matter how many of them were real Ridgites, it was evi- 
dent that the pole girls certainly had their share of local fans — the 
end of the clip shows the entire car of commuters applauding, with 
one woman even dropping some cash in a hat. 

“We missed our stop about six stops ago,” one smiling man told 
the camera. “We stayed on for the show.” 

But don’t look for this to become a trend — Bay Ridge isn’t 
about to become one big strip club anytime soon. It is, after all, still 
Bay Ridge. 

“These girls aren’t performing artists,” one woman who saw the 
video said. “These girls are a bunch of damn whores!” 

OK, maybe the community isn’t in for a big change, but that 
doesn’t take away the fact that for at least one brief moment in time 
Bay Ridge and risque went hand in hand, or at least lap in lap. 

Matthew Lysiak is a freelance writer who lives in Bay Ridge. 

THE KITCHEN SINK 

On Sunday morning, pedestrians walking in front of Panean- 
Hco, which is located on 9124 Third Ave., were greeted by a sev- 
ered pig head glaring down from a top of a telephone booth. . . . 
Someone must have slept in on Tuesday morning: workers at the 
Rite Aid on Third Avenue and 79th Street were having a break- 
fast picnic on the sidewalk as they waited for almost an hour for 

their tardy manager to show up Blogger Right in Bay Ridge 

may call it “the typographical topography of Bay Ridge,” but The 
Sink just calls it plain stupid. Whatever it is, "Joy Perfumes 
and Styels," which is located at 410 86th St., needs some help 
with the spelling on that big red sign of theirs. . . . Congrats to Su- 
san Romero, who was just appointed to Community Board 
1 0 by Councilman Vince Gentile (D-Bay Ridge). . . . Spotted, 
by a reliable Sink source, CBlO’s land-use committee Chair- 
woman Joanne Seminara tasting a free sample of chips and 
salsa at Fairway supermarket in Red Hook — and double-dip- 
ping in the communal salsa! . . . Congratulations to the Xaverian 
High School Choir that traveled to Washington DC to sing for 
President Bush. We hear that “W” was, in fact, a no-show, but the 
only president that matters to The Sink — Borough President 
Markowitz — was there a few days earlier to pin the boys with 
his famous “Brooklyn” lapel tags (see photo below). 

E-mail us at Stoop@BrooklynPaper.com. 




Fore! Junior links on course 



The junior golf course (with no greens fees!) is almost completed in Dyker Beach Park 


By Noah Zuss 

for The Brooklyn Paper 


A long-awaited junior golf course on 
unused land at Dyker Beach Park is on 
schedule for completion and will be ready 
for play by next June. 

The $3-million construction project, 
which will result in a six-hole course and a 
nine-bay driving range, is already finished 
except for some fencing and completion of 
the clubhouse, said David Rivel, executive 
director of the City Parks Foundation. 

“We are very happy about how the work 
came out,” he told Community Board 10 on 


Monday night. “We think the contractor did 
a very good job, and we are very happy with 
the progress.” 

Even better news: golf will be free for kids 
5-17 who are accompanied by a parent or 
guardian and have registered to use the facility. 

To achieve that goal, the Parks Founda- 
tion is trying to raise an additional $4 mil- 
lion for an endowment, but is still short, 
Rivel said. 

Construction of the center was underwrit- 
ten with $1.5 million from the city and 
$500,000 from the state legislature. 

Despite all the good news, there was 
some concern about the location of the en- 


trance of the facility — the already danger- 
ous intersection of 14th Avenue, Poly Place 
and Cropsey Avenue. 

“I am glad we have a place for the kids, 
but I pray everyday that no one gets hurt 
crossing that street because it is a dangerous 
place to cross for the kids,” said one resident. 

Rivel said the Parks Foundation had al- 
ready implimented safety recommendations 
adopted by the community last year, includ- 
ing the elimination of a sharp, blind turn. 

Rivel said the Department of Transporta- 
tion will reassess the situation once the cen- 
ter is open and may explore changing traffic 
patterns further. 


Poor transportation options has 
residents calling it 'Dyker Hikes’ 


By Joe Jordan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

Despite its motto, the MTA 
isn’t “going your way,” say 
Dyker Heights residents who 
find themselves at the mercy 
of an inefficient transportation 

Yet residents may not have 
to wait much longer for service 
to improve, thanks to initiatives 
currently being considered by 
Community Board 10. 

“We’ve gotten tons of ques- 
tions about bus service,” CB10 
Traffic and Transportation 
Committee Chairman Brian 
Kieran told The Brooklyn Pa- 
per, adding in agreement that 
“Dyker Heights is under- 
served.” 

The Traffic and Transporta- 
tion Committee will begin 
looking into surveying the bus 
routes and street signage, as 
well as collaborating with the 
MTA to improve service. 

Possible options include co- 
ordinating schedules better, 
starting buses at different points 
along a route to increase seat- 
ing, and even expanding ex- 
press bus service through the 
neighborhood. 



Dyker Heights resident Edith 
Gugliemelli waiting at 13th 
Avenue and Bay Ridge Park- 
way for the B4 bus. 

“An express bus would be 
great,” Dyker resident Angelina 
Ngo said as she waited to begin 
her commute to Carnegie Hall 
this week — a 14-mile trip that 
can take over an hour and a half 


Like so many of her neigh- 
bors, Ngo relies on the sluggish 
B4 bus to get her to the R train 
for her commute to work in 
Manhattan each day. 

And never mind the wait to 
transfer to the express N! 

“The bus is always late, and 
sometimes the trains are off 
schedule,” Ngo said, explaining 
her long commute to Midtown. 

Although Dyker Heights is 
surrounded by the R, N, D and 
| M subway lines, many resi- 
” dents are actually far from a 
subway station. Some even re- 
quire two buses just to get to a 

“After you transfer from the 
Bl, about 80 percent of the 
time you have to wait up to a 
half hour for the B4,” said 
commuter Edith Gugliemelli, 
who was waiting for a bus at 
13th Avenue and Bay Ridge 
Parkway. “And this is during 
rush hour. You can’t expect a 
lot of people to walk to the 
[subway] station from here.” 

While many can’t do the 
walk, it is also difficult to stay 
in place now that winter is upon 
us. CB10 member Larry Stelter 
said he once found people hud- 


dled in an apartment lobby to 
keep warm because they had 
waited so long in the cold for a 
B4 to arrive. 

“It’s unacceptable,” said 
Stelter. 

Fran Vella-Marrone, the 
president of the Dyker Heights 
Civic Association, is hopeful 
that relief may be in sight. 

“I think this is a combination 
of local and citywide issues,” 
Vella-Marrone said. 

“Changing the starting point 
of the local buses is a good first 
step for immediate relief, but 
the long-term solution is to ere- 


Harbor Motor Inn 

I # # 

.// -Safe <§■ * 
JiappyJioliday 

* from the staff of 0 
JIarbor Motor Inn 


Brooklyn Doe House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

/Yj 718 222-4900 

A b yam-iopm weekdays, 9am-i0piti weekends 

I ~ '2 supervised playgrounds - fun 8 SAFE 

1 /l I ■ web cams -watch your dog play 
\ %. I I ■ curbside pick up and drop off 

*/' I I ■ air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
I I ■ individual attention 
I I • multi-pet 8 long-term boarding discounts 

327 Douglass (at 4th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 


Harbor Motor Inn 



• 25 years in business • Ample parking on premises 

• Convenient location • 24 hour security 

(off Exit 5 on the Belt Pkwy, • Easy Taxi Cab Access 

B6 bus stops in front) • Food Deliveries 


Harbor Motor Inn 

1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
FI Fax: (718) 266-0888 ©9 


TRY IT BEFORE YOU BUY IT 

Lose Weight for FREE 

Quit Putting Off Getting Into 
Your Old Pants! 

Why waste time! You can start to lose that extra 
weight NOW. Get a free bottle of VF Weight Loss 
our “try it before you buy it” promotion. 




Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD.... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr. Tony Farha in the morning, 

have the “Mini-Implant System” placed in 

less than two hours, then go out and enjoy your 

favorite lunch. No more messy adhesive or pastes. 

As recently demonstrated by Dr. Tony 

on ABC & Fox News 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and Insurance coverage] 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor of the Mini Dental Implant. 



*0NLY $495 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 
*with a puchase of MDI 




Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718 - 833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge • 1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare. com 
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For two decades. Veterans hospital 
simply lights up the holiday nights 


Bill Gallagher, 70, court dean 

Court officers and other mourners lined Sidney Place and the steps of St. Charles Borromeo 
Roman Catholic Church in Brooklyn Heights at last Wednesday's funeral for Bill Gallagher, 
who died on his 70th birthday, Dec. 3, after a lifetime in the criminal justice system. Gallagher 
worked in the state's court system since 1977, most recently as the system's inspector gener- 
al. A graduate of Brooklyn Law School, he is survived by four children. 


Christmas time,” said June Deteskey, a 
secretary at Fontbonne Hall Academy, 
who remembers the lights from her own 
childhood in Dyker Heights. 

The display consists of six simple 


strands of red lights — each holding 110 
large light bulbs, topped off with a star 
comprising 35 white lights. It takes two 
days to set up the display of 15-watt in- 
candescent lights, and the entire display 


tree, and we take it down when their tree 
comes down,” said Aalube. 

The lights, which can be seen on the 
north side of the VA building, are lit from 
dusk to dawn every day. 


Battle lines are drawn over 
future of Navy Yard's 'Row' 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Scores of Brooklynites rallied on 
Tuesday to support a plan to tear 
down a row of historic, yet badly 
damaged, houses inside the Brooklyn 
Navy Yard to make room for a super- 
market — even as the federal govern- 
ment issued a report declaring that 
most of the 10 150-year-old mansions 
can be saved. 

“Let’s build the supermarket!” 
Councilwoman Letitia James (D-Fort 
Greene) told a crowd of about 75 
Brooklynites before a public hearing at 
an elementary school at Gold and York 
streets. “Let’s create jobs for the com- 
munity. Let’s integrate the Navy Yard 
into the community. If you want a su- 
permarket, say yes!” 

“Yes!” echoed the crowd behind her. 

Admirals Row, the collection of man- 
sions that overlooks Hushing Avenue 
near Navy Street, is at a critical juncture. 
The mansions sit on six acres of federally 
owned land within the otherwise city- 
controlled Navy Yard. 

The National Guard wants to sell the 
land, and according to local law, must 
give the city first dibs. But because of the 
houses’ historic significance, the Guard 
must also go through an arduous public 
comment and historic review process. If, 
at the end of that process, the Guard de- 
termines that the houses should be saved, 
it can refuse to sell them to the city, or it 
can sell them to the city with the under- 
standing that they must be preserved. 

If the city isn’t interested, the Guard 
can sell the houses and the land to 
someone else. 

The city has said repeatedly that it is- 
n’t interested. 

Navy Yard CEO Andrew Kimball 
wants to tear them down to make way 


for a supermarket and a new employ- 
ment center that would place 500 area 
residents in jobs. 

He does not support an alternative 
plan that would require the restoration 
of some or all of the mansions. 

“If we’re required to rebuild any or all 
of the buildings, you will shrink the su- 
permarket, lose hundreds of jobs on the 
site, and it won’t happen, because it is not 
viable,” said Kimball. 

The draft copy of the National 
Guard’s Assessment of Admirals Row 
said that the houses, which retain “an 
extremely high level of historic integri- 
ty,” would cost about $25 million to 
frilly restore. 

“In general, the structural integrity 
for the original 19th century portions of 
the buildings’ superstructure appears to 
be sound, level and plumb, showing lo- 
calized areas of framing failures and 
masonry distress, with the exception of 
[two] buildings,” read the report. 

Kimball countered that just because a 
building can be restored, doesn’t mean it 
should be. 

“You can rebuild anything,” said 
Kimball. “It’s a question of price.” 

On the other hand, the report’s con- 
clusions jibe with the assertions of neigh- 
borhood preservationists, particularly 
those in the higher-income neighbor- 
hoods of Fort Greene and Clinton Hill. 

“A number of contractors with 
whom I work on various restoration 
projects say that they would jump at 
the opportunity to rebuild the Admirals 
Row houses,” said Brent Porter, a pro- 
fessor of architecture at Pratt Institute, 
who proposed that Pratt host a design 
competition for the houses. 

Shahn Andersen, the developer who 
has worked with Porter to rebuild the 
Broken Angel, that handmade ziggurat 
on Downing Street, said he’s “restored 


houses in worse shape than these.” 

Regardless, the city’s plan has wide 
support in the neighboring public hous- 
ing projects, and is backed by public 
officials and Community Board 2, 
which voted overwhelmingly in favor 
of the supermarket on Wednesday 

Sylvenia Leary, who lives in the Far- 
ragut Houses and walks with the help 


Politicians rallied on Tuesday in 
support of the Brooklyn Navy 
Yard's plan to tear down a row of 
historic houses to build a super- 
market and a job-training center. 
Navy Yards officials said the hous- 
es (left) are in such disrepair that 
they should not be saved. 


of a cane, said at the hearing Tuesday 
night that the food at her neighboring 
small grocery store “is sometimes ex- 
pired, and sometimes we have to return 
the meat because it’s not good.” 
made into a veterans center.” 

Some neighbors were open to com- 
promise. Gary Hattem, who lives a 
block and a half from the Navy Yard, 
said that he hopes to see a supermarket, 
but believes “this can be accomplished 
without [the] wholesale demolition of 
Admirals Row.” 

The National Guard may end up 
agreeing.“There is no telling [what the 
outcome will be] ,” said Kristin Leahy, the 
manager of the National Guard Bureau 
Cultural Resources Program. 

‘We have to sit down with both parties 
and try to come up with a compromise.” 


II 


ix strings of lights have become some of the 
til known holiday decorations in Brooklyn. 


By Joe Jordan 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

These Christmas decorations may 
not rival other fanciful displays 
throughout the neighborhood (see 
page 1), but that’s just how the VA 
hospital wants it. 

The Veterans Administration Medical 
Center — on Poly Place in Dyker 
Heights — has been hanging this trian- 
gular stream of red Christmas lights for, 
well, almost as long as anyone can re- 
member! 

“They’ve been putting them up at 
least for 22 years,” said Ray Aalbue, a 
spokesman for the hospital. “The display 
has become a tradition for the electrical 
shop, which puts them up.” 

And indeed it has become a tradition 
for residents in Bay Ridge, Dyker 
Heights, and Bath Beach, who eagerly 
await the lighting of the hospital each 

“My kids always look for them at 
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JOIN SANTA AND COME CELEBRATE OUR 
20 th ANNIVERSARY IN BAY RIDGE! 

8522 3rd Avenue 


Special 20 th Anniversary 5 Month CD! 


STARTING DECEMBER 10™ 


(Minimum deposit only $500) 


5.20 


apy* 

% 


SANTA COMES TO TOWN! 

Saturday, December 15th, 1 0am - 3pm 


3 FREE FAMILY PHOTO WITH SANTA** 

3 HOLIDAY SONGS BY OUR MUSICAL TRIO 
^ BALLOON SCULPTURES FOR THE KIDS 
^ FREE RIDGEWOOD GIFT 
3 HOLIDAY REFRESHMENTS k r 


Saturday, December 22nd 
Saturday, December 29th 


KidCare Fingerprinting Day 
New Year’s Giveaway Day 



Enter our 20th Anniversary Sweepstakes and you may win a $200 Gift Certificate 

to Areo Restaurant. Rules and entry blanks available at branch. 

FREE BLOCKBUSTER® ENTERTAINMENT CARD 
Fun for the Whole Family! 

Good for one game or movie rental with new 
Checking or Savings Account of $ 1 00 or more. 


w money only. No in-bank transfers. V 



718-680-9500 

www.ridgewoodbank.com 


‘Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is e 


is subject to change without notice. There 


RIDGEWOOD 

SAVINGS BANK 0 

We Take Banking Personally 

II be a substantial interest penalty for premature withdrawals. Minimum deposit 


Shop ’til You Drop* 


BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET TO AID BROOKLYN’S NEEDIEST 


Corner of Smith Street 
& Union Street - Carroll 
Gardens/Cobble Hill, 
Brooklyn 

F & G trains; B75 & B71 
buses 

Saturday Dec. 1 5 and 
Sunday Dec. 16 




brooklynindiemarket.com 


* On December 15th and 16th, Twenty Brooklyn 
Indie Designers are Dropping a Generous 10-15% 
of Receipts into a Fund to Help At-Risk Families. 


0 
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All You Need To Do Is Shop! 

BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET 

Emerging Designer Market 
www.brooklynindiemarket.com 


' FUN AND HAPPY TEES FOR TOTS 


/ HEY PUNKIN + THE EAST 4TH COLLECTION 
heypunkin.com 

BIG+SMALL PEOPLE CLOTHES 


• SINCE 1866 • 

Each year, at its two Family 
Centers — Bedford -Stuyvesant 
and East New York — the 
Brooklyn Bureau of Community 
Service helps more than 500 
neighborhood families to provide 
stable, nurturing homes. Through 
intensive counseling, families learn 
to heal from problems such as 
child neglect, abuse, depression, 
unemployment and 
inadequate parenting 
skills. 

; information 
■ website at 
Lbbcs.org 

BROOKLYN BUREAU OF ( 
COMMUNITY SERVICE 
5 SCHERMERHORN ! 
(AND THROUGHOUT 
BROOKLYN) 
718-310-5600 
FAX: 718-855-1517 
www.bbcs.org 


) HANDCRAFTED J 

) KISHWUF SONGBEAR 



ROCKS AND SALT 

) brooklynindiemarket.com/rocksandsalt.html 
, 5/ HANDMADE HATS + JEWELRY 


RENEE SMITH* 


wonderthreads.ci 


/ WABISABI BROOKLYN ** 

\ wabisabibrooklyn.com 

HANDMADE DECOUPAGE JEWELRY 



* Dec 16th only 
** Dec 15th only 
List in Formation 
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for more information 


www.citytech.cuny.edu M 


718.260.5500 • 877.NYC.TECH 



KINGSBOROUGH 


COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

— 

Office of Continuing Education 


Are you looking to develop new skill-sets or enhance 
your current level of employment? 

Then this FREE JOB TRAINING SKILLS and 
PLACEMENT ASSISTANCE PROGRAM "I 

/ — \ is for you! 


JOBS TO BUILD ON 


PROGRAM 


FREE Certificate Classes starting in Mid-January 2008 

• Certified EKG Technician • Patient Care Technician for CNA’s • 

• EMT-B Certification • Certified Phlebotomy Technician • 

• Food Service & Culinary Essentials Certificate Programs • 

• Real Estate (Pre-License) • Serv-Safe Certified Food Handler • 

• Medical Billing & Coding Specialist • 

FREE OPEN HOUSE WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 2008 • 6:00PM 

For More Information Call: 718-368-5051 


Continuing Education at Kingsborough Community College 

2001 Oriental Boulevard, Brooklyn, NY 11235 

Tel: (718) 368-5052 • www.kbcc.cuny.edu 


WHY ADVERTISE 

IN THE BROOKLYN PAPER? 


We got back over 
100 coupons for 
our black & white 
cookies in only five 
days! Thanks 
Eric Ross & 
Brooklyn Paper, “ 

-Busy Chef, 
Brooklyn Heights 



(718) 834-9350 
www.brooklynpaper.com 
55 Washington Street 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 
ads@brooklynpaper.com 
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Happy anniversaiy f 


It seems like only yesterday, but it was four 
years ago this week that the borough's top 
pols, celebrities and dignitaries ("Is that 
Frank Gehry or Marty Markowitz's father 
over there?) gathered at Borough Hall to 
watch Bruce Ratner unveil the Atlantic Yards 
project. Back then — it was Dec. 1 0, 2003, to be precise — Ratner made a number of 
claims that convinced many in the borough that Atlantic Yards would be a "win-win," as 
early cheerleader Markowitz called it. But the four-year anniversary gives us a chance to 
consider the question once again. Thank goodness we saved the press kit! 


ANGLE 


2003 Claim 


4,500 units of housing 


Cost is "estimated at m 


"The arena will be primarily privately funded." 


Will create "15,000 


"The 'Brooklyn Nets' will give Brooklyn the 
pride of watching a hometown sports team 
once again." 


2007 Reality 


No longer part of the plan. 


Cost nc 


is $4-billion. 


The arena is being built with public money, 
which planners say will be repaid through sales 
taxes on tickets and food sold at the arena. Plus, 
the project gets hundreds of millions of dollars 
in subsidies and tax abatements. 


Ratner spokesman Barry Baum told the New 
York Times this week that the "goal is to be in 
the arena during the calendar year 2010." 
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f Baseball Cards 
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W Sports Cards ( 
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OPEN 

7 DAYS! 

The Baseball Card 

DUGOUT 

Pokemon 
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Christmas at Plymouth 


Congregational 

Rev. David C. Fisher, Senior Minister 
Bruce Oelschlager, Minister of Music 

Sun., Dec. 16, I 1 :00 a.m. 


Worship Service and Christmas Pageant 

featuring the children and youth of Plymouth 
retelling the story of the Nativity. 

Sun., Dec. 16, 6:00 p.m. 

Christmas Carol Service 

with traditional carols sung by the 
Plymouth Choir and congregational singing. 

Mon., Dec. 24, 6:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 


Plymouth 
Church of 
Pilgrims 


Orange Street, between Hicks and Henry, 
Brooklyn Heights • 718-604-4743 


www.plymouthchurch.org 


Congress just doesn’t get it! 


Why isn't Congress 
moving to ease taxes 
on the overburdened 
middle class? 

Mike Ricatto President 


BetterLeadershipAmerica.or g 


YARDS 


yes.” 

The comment sent shock- 
waves through the opposition to 
Atlantic Yards — especially 
since it was Doctoroff who 
signed the 2005 agreement be- 
tween the city, state and Forest 
City Ratner that allowed the 16- 
skyscraper, basketball arena, 
housing, office space and hotel 
complex to skirt local oversight. 

That deal ushered in a trun- 
cated review of the project that 
was orchestrated by state offi- 
cials rather than analyzed by 
them, critics say. 

By comparison, the city’s 
eight-month ULURP process 
requires public hearings and 
votes by the affected communi- 
ty boards, the borough presi- 
dent, the city Planning Com- 
mission, various City Council 
committees and the full Coun- 
cil. 

Through ULURP, projects 
get enhanced review that often 
results in significant conces- 
sions from the developer. 

“Of course Mr. Doctoroff is 
right [that] Atlantic Yards 
should have gone through the 
democratic process known as 
ULURP,” said Daniel Gold- 
stein, a spokesman for Develop 
Don’t Destroy Brooklyn. 
“Nearly all of the project’s myr- 
iad problems stem from the by- 
pass of ULURP.” 

Councilmember Letitia 
James (D-Fort Greene) said 
Doctoroff ’s “too little, too late” 
comments at least acknowl- 
edged that the city “made a 
mistake and that the project 
should have been more trans- 
parent and democratic and that 
the public should have had a 
bigger role.” 

But she seized on Docto- 
roff’s suggestion of what he 
would do “if it happened 

“What does he mean, ‘If it 
happened again?”’ James 

“It’s still happening. This is 
not a done deal. Dan Doctoroff 
is still in office and he should 
pick up the phone, call the gov- 
ernor and get this project re- 
viewed again, this time through 
ULURP.” 

A spokesman for the Empire 
State Development Corpora- 
tion, the state agency that 
sought the override of city zon- 
ing that Doctoroff now suggests 
should not have been done, said 
the agency would not have a 
comment on the deputy may- 
or’s change of heart. 

A spokesman for Forest City 
Ratner also did not care to com- 



Resolution No.1: 

get in shape for my other resolutions 


Solution: 

Winter Membership for $27/Week 

320,000 square feet of state-of-the-art facilities, including: swimming, squash, 
racquetball, fencing, martial arts, volleyball, and boxing, plus classes, weights, 
and endurance equipment to condition for these sports. 

Offer ends January 10 
Membership ends January 31, 2008 


EASTERN ATHLETIC 
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This week, no tire was safe 
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Did this woman kill Ridgite? 



Did this man rob local eateries? F/ L 5B 



Rep. Weiner is this week’s 'Green Hero’ 




Brooklyn’s Best ^ 

HOTEL 


Free Continental Breakfast • 60 Rooms With All A 

1 • Fitness Room • 4 Jacuzzi Rooms • Free Wireless Internet 
Secure Limited Parking • View On The Bay • Close To Restaurants 


3218 Emmons Ave. Bklyn, NY Sheepshead Bay 
^ Fax (718) 368-3963 Tel; (718) 368-3334 












INSIDE DINING 


PERFORMING ARTS I NIGHTLIFE 


BOOKS I CINEMA 



(718) 834-9350 
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Go Fourth 


Park Slopes Fourth Avenue offers 
53 working taps, fun and games 


By Chris Varmus 

forl he Br ooklyn Paper 

J ust a few years ago, it would have 
seemed an unlikely prospect: a hip bar 
district cropping up on what is essential- 
ly the homestretch of a four-lane highway. 
While Park Slope’s Fourth Avenue may nev- 
er have been the most pedestrian friendly of 
the borough’s thoroughfares, it can now 
boast of more than just gas stations and fast 
food restaurants. 

In fact, the block of Fourth Avenue be- 
tween St. Marks Place and Bergen Street 
now has 53 working taps — thanks to new- 
comers like Pacific Standard, Fourth Avenue 
Pub and the Cherry Tree Tavern— sending 
suds down the bar on any given night. 

Convenient as it is to the Atlantic Avenue 
trains, this burgeoning nightlife district is at- 
tracting scores of visitors from all over the 
city, and with the big rigs roaring by anyway, 
they can feel free to be as loud as they want. 
GO Brooklyn spent a night on this stretch of 
Fourth Avenue and can report that the 
hotspots below are packing in the crowds — 
not strollers ! — and making their mark on 
the neighborhood. 

Cherry Tree Tavern 

Cherry Tree, by far the loudest, rowdiest, 
flashiest member of this newly formed frater- 
nity of bars, was the first to arrive, and did so 
with flair and gusto, throwing a memorable 
midsummer pig roast in their backyard in 
2006. They lionize the “Drunks of the Week” 
on an oversize chalkboard, own and operate 
a beer pong table, have a fully functional fun- 
nel behind the bar, hold the “Beer Olympics” 
every few months and keep shooter girls on 



retainer for their bigger events. Beer is avail- 
able in 100 and 140-ounce glasses. 

You might say it’s a drinking bar. 

For the most part, the bar minds its Ps and 
Qs. Its mahogany bar is long and its back pa- 
tio is multilayered; the pizza ovens are made 
of stone and filled to the brim with hot coals. 
The pizza is decent, with crispy burnt thin 
crust and basil on top. But it can take forever, 
especially when the place is crowded, which 

There are certainly some negatives, espe- 
cially if you’re crotchety (read: over 24). The 
music is too loud, the crowd is young and oc- 
casionally overeager and the staff is super- 
psyched about everything, which can come 
off a little overbearing at times. But on the 
whole, the place is well managed and has 
done much to prove that an ambitious bar 
can be successful in this area. 



Draught picks: The Park Slope stretch of Fourth Avenue has recently given birth to (clock- 
wise from top left) Cherry Tree Tavern, the California-inspired Pacific Standard, and the 
Fourth Avenue Pub. See our map on page 12. 


The Cherry Tree Tavern (65 Fourth Ave. 
at St. Marks Place in Park Slope) is open 
daily, from 11 am to 4 am. For infor- 
mation, call (718) 399-1353 or visit 
www. cherrytreebarnyc. com. 

Fourth Avenue Pub 

Fourth Avenue Pub was next to arrive, 
opening across the street just a few months 
after its Cherry Tree neighbor, with whom it 
has a healthy rivalry. (This reporter definitely 
found a Wi-Fi network called “Fourth Av- 
enue Pub Sucks” when working on his lap- 
top at Mule, the coffee shop with bottled 
beers and DJ nights that sits next door to 
Cherry Tree.) Fourth Avenue Pub has a 
slightly more laidback, mellow atmosphere, 
perhaps because it’s usually less crowded, 
and the crowd is a bit less young. 

We chalk this up to the fact that the focus 
here is more on the beer than anything else: 
the bar has 24 beers on tap and another 31 in 
bottles, many of them unique picks not oth- 
erwise seen in the area. 


But as great as the beer selection at Fourth 
Avenue Pub is, there’s still something slightly 
off about the place. The beer is sometimes a lit- 
tle flat out of the tap, and the outdoor space in 
back is big, but cluttered and uninviting. They 
have See popcorn, but it’s stale. They have Ms. 
Pac-Man, but the controller is busted. Occa- 
sionally, Dave Matthews Band has been heard 
playing on the digital jukebox. 

If Cherry Tree is a cocky frat boy, Fourth 
Avenue Pub is his creepy uncle who still 
likes to party. It’s worth a stop, though, if just 
to have a pint of “Arrogant Bastard Ale.” 

Fourth Avenue Pub (76 Fourth Ave. at 
Bergen Street in Park Slope) is open Mon- 
day through Friday, from 3 pm to 4 am, 
and weekends, from 2 pm to 4 am. For in- 
formation, call (718) 643-2273 or visit 
www.myspace.com/4thavepub. 

Pacific Standard 

The newest addition to the stretch, having 
opened just two months ago, Pacific Stan- 
See FOURTH on page 12 


EXHIBIT 


Vet project 

Everyone’s heard war stories, but until you’ve 
seen the Brooklyn Historical Society’s “In Our 
Own Words: Portraits of Brooklyn Vietnam Veter- 
ans,” which opened Dec. 14, you haven’t really 
heard anything. 

Using the oral history of 16 Brooklynites who 
served in the Vietnam 
War, including Bernard 
Edelman, editor of 
“Dear America: Letters 
Home from Vietnam,” 
the exhibit will feature 
visual art — 8-foot, 
gold-framed portraits of 
the veterans, including 
Joan Furey (pictured), a 
nurse from Flatbush — 
and will have an audio 
component as well. 

“This exhibit is the 
first to be installed in 
our Oral History Gal- 
lery, where our mission 
is to tell stories of 
Brooklynites from a 
first-person perspec- 
tive,” said Kate Fer- 
moile, the BHS’s vice president for exhibits and 
education. 

“Generally at museums, you’ll find artwork and 
artifacts, but with this exhibition, we’re going to 
be using oral history as the primary source to tell 
our story,” said Fermoile. “The objects are second- 
ary.” 

Each portrait will be accompanied by a three- to 
five-minute snippet of the veteran’s hours-long 
story, which can be accessed in full at a kiosk in 
the exhibit hall, making for a stunning collection. 

"In Our Own Words," will be on display through 
December 2008 at the Brooklyn Historical Society 
(128 Pierrepont St. at Clinton Street in Brooklyn 
Heights). Admission is $6. For information, call 
(718) 222-41 11 or visit www.brooklynhistory.org. 

— Adam Rathe 



THEATER 



Santa claws 

Much like Santa Claus himself, comic story- 
teller Mike Daisey is bringing Christmas cheer to 
Brooklyn for one night only, so you had better not 
pout and you’d better not cry. Here’s why: 

“It will be a perverse but ultimately hopeful sto- 
ry of the holidays,” the Carroll Gardens resident 
said of “Christmas: Friend or Foe?,” his Dec. 15 
show at the Central Branch of the Brooklyn Public 

“I’ll be talking about the positives and negatives 
of Christmas and the mania of the season,” said 
Daisey. “I’m hosting my own holiday party the 
night before, so I’ll be keeping my ears tuned for 
anything.” 

In his adult-themed show, Daisey plans to ad- 
dress the holiday plagues of bad gift giving — 
“The giving of gifts is an art form,” he said, “and 
there are people who are good and some who sim- 
ply aren’t” — and the roving gangs of tree hawk- 
ers who line his neighborhood’s streets. 

As for his own holiday wishes, the self-em- 
ployed Daisey said, “The big present under the 
tree this year is dental insurance, which is a funny 
gift because you can’t wrap it in anything.” 

"Christmas: Friend or Foe?" will take place at 
7 pm on Dec. 15 at the Dweck Center for Con- 
temporary Culture in the Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary's Central Branch at Grand Army Plaza. 
Tickets are $10. For information, call (718) 230- 
2100 or visit www.brooklynpubliclibrary.org. 

— Juliana Bunim 
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u This new French bistro is already bustling thanks to 
b a solid kitchen, warm decor, and welcoming service. 

-Zagat 

8 la carte menu plus Gjnstmas Che Specials * 

Ring in the new year with a 
New Year’s Eve prixfixm 




Happy Holidays from all of us at 

Le Petit Marche 

46 Henry Street (near Cranberry St.' 
Brooklyn Heights • 718-865-9605 

■ AftAAr* 


HAVE YOUR HOLIDAY PARTY 

UNDER THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE 



WEDDINGS 
BRIDAL SHOWERS 
BIRTHDAYS 
BAR MITZVAHS 
FAMILY REUNIONS 
CLASS REUNIONS 
ENGAGEMENT PARTIES 

corporate eveIw 

FUNDRAISERS J 
20 TO 150 GUESTS B 


UJRT€R STR€€T RCSTRURRNT 
66 Water Street ■ DUMBO 
(718) 625-9352 ■ waterstreetrestaurant.com 


NEW YEARS EVE AT 

Early Seating 6P M - 7:T?PM 
A Courses 
$59 per person 

Late Seating 6:50PM - 11PM 
5 Courses with complimentary glass of 
sparkling wine & party favors at midnight 
$89 per person 

View both menus online at www.tempobrookly n.com 

TEMPO RESTAURANT & WINE BAR 256 Fifth Avenue ■ Park Slope ■ 718 636 2020 
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You scoundrel! 


I miss chef Mark Schenk’s loopy grin 
beaming from the tiny kitchen of the now de- 
funct Red Cafe in Park Slope. I miss his pork 
burger just as much. 

However, what eases the pain of his depar- 
ture is Canaille, the new French bistro that 
opened in the former cafe’s space in October. 
What was once a cosseting, all-red interior is 
now painted a sunny Provencal yellow glim- 
mering with the light cast from a crystal 
chandelier. 

“We wanted to open a place with good 
food, good wine and very French service,” 
Marie MacLean, who co-owns the restaurant 
with Philippe De Crespi, told GO Brooklyn. 

“We imagined a place where people going 
to the Brooklyn Academy of Music could 
drop in for a delicious meal before a perform- 
ance, and post-BAM, too,” said MacLean. 
“We’re open late enough [11 pm] to accom- 
modate them.” 

Michelle Holcomb (formerly of Robin des 
Bois on Smith Street) is in the kitchen turning 


out classic Gallic fare. With temperatures dip- 
ping, her rich onion soup and lusty “moules 
frites” (mussels with French fries, pictured) 
get the meal off to a fine start. Follow that 
with braised short ribs and celery root puree, 
or steak frites. And for dessert, what else but 
creme caramel? 

All the ingredients are sourced from small 
Brooklyn markets. The wine list, chosen by 
De Crespi, who named the bistro after a 
friend ( canaille is French for “scruffy” or 
“raffish” and is often used as an affectionate 
nick-name) is made up of bottles from bou- 
tique French vineyards. 

“Customers say, ‘I feel like I’m in Paris,”’ 
said MacLean. “That’s what we wanted to hear.” 

Canaille (78 Fifth Ave. between St Marks 
Place and Warren Street in Park Slope) ac- 
cepts cash only. Entrees: $16-$19. Dinner is 
served Tuesday through Sunday. Closed 
Mondays. Subway: 2,3,N, R, 4 and 5 to At- 
lantic Avenue. For more information, call 
(718) 789-8899. — Tina Barry 



O nce you’ve walked over 
the Brooklyn-Queens Ex- 
pressway and left behind 
quaint Carroll Gardens, one 
discovers Korhogo 126 sitting 
on a quiet stretch of Union 
Street. It’s a space that local 
foodies have known since 
2005 as Bouillabaisse 126, but 
earlier this year it was reborn. 

Bouillabaisse, named for its 
trademark dish — a hearty 
seafood stew — was a joint ef- 
fort of Emmanuelle Chice and 
chef Neil Ganic. But about 13 
months ago, the joint began to 
experiment with African-influ- 
enced French fare courtesy of 
new chef Abdhul Traore (for- 
merly of Les Enfants Terribles 
in Manhattan). 

The bistro then got a 
makeover; it now has African 
touches throughout, and Traore 
took over the kitchen complete- 
ly in September. Even the 
name, Korhogo, pays tribute to 
a town in the Ivory Coast. The 
restaurant’s growing pains are 
apt, said Chice, since the Co- 
lumbia Street Waterfront Dis- 
trict is also changing 
in the same fits and — 
starts. 

“People come 
from Manhattan to 
see us,” she said, 

“but we get a lot of 
locals — it’s an up- 
and-coming neigh- 
borhood.” 

But no matter 
where you live, 
this restaurant is 
worth the trek. On a recent On such a chilly, damp night, 
evening, a friend and I stopped everything was appealing; es- 
into Korhogo 126 for dinner cargot in puff pastry would 
and, despite the rain outside, surely chase the chill away, but 
found the dining room crowd- would a barbecued baby octo- 
ed at 7 pm. Tucked into a cor- pus salad do a better job? 
ner table — a large party had We settled on two starters: 
Shanghaied the power table Traore’s famous crab cake 
with a view of the open served on a puddle of red pep- 
kitchen — we intently read the per coulis, and “Accra de 
menu while we picked at a morue,” a plate of six light- 
plate of bread, served with a as-a-feather codfish fritters 
chive-sprinkled olive oil. served with an arugula salad 


DINING 


Korhogo 126 (126 Union St. at CoIl... 
bia Street in the Columbia Street Waterfront 

Card and Visa? Entrees: $16-$24. The restau- 
rant serves dinner Sunday through Tuesday, 
and Thursday through Saturday. Closed 
Wednesdays. Subway: F or G to Carroll 
c+ro et. For information, call (718) 855-4405 or 


It s hard ‘Kor’ 

Bye-bye Bouillabaisse , here comes Korhogo 126 

By Adam Rathe 


Fusion that works; At Korhogo 126 on Union Street, Chef 
Abdhul Traore's African-French menu includes a heaping 
portion of flavorful salmon served with roasted vegetables 
and saffron-flavored rice. 


leaving the table hungry. 

While we had creatures 
from the sea covered, another 
entree, “steak korhogofe- 
femougu,” a shell steak mari- 
nated with cardamom and 
served with what might be the 
best French fries in Brooklyn, 
was ordered to see how Tra- 
ore handled land-dwellers. 
Another oversized plate — 
perhaps French women don’t 
get fat because people in 
Brooklyn are eating all of 
their food — arrived, and we 
greedily dug in. The steak 
was rare, like we ordered it, 
and had a pleasant crust on 
top. The cut of meat was fatty, 
as shell steak tends to be, but 
could have benefited from 
more attentive trimming, es- 
pecially at the gristly tip of 
the filet. 

Stashed between the steak 
and the fries, which deserve a 
second mention, was an un- 
necessary knob of coleslaw 
that wasn’t really French or 
African, and took up valuable 
space that could have housed 

One of the restaurant’s hall- 
marks is its diverse, and rather 
expensive, wine list. Chice 
said that no other African 
restaurant in New York can ri- 
val its selection. We stuck 
with a Syrah that went nicely 
with everything we tried. At 
$13 per glass, though, it 
should. Beer is available, hard 
liquor is not, but despite the 
gold-plated price tags on the 
wine, this type of meal really 
does beg for it. 

Already bursting at the 
seams, we decided to show 
great restraint and only order 
one dessert: clafoutis, a custard 
cake with berry sauce and a 
crown of homemade vanilla 
ice cream. What’s not to like? 


and an earthy tomato sauce. 
We made quick business of 
both appetizers; the crab cake 
was good, if predictable, but 
the fish fritters were the sur- 
prise of the night. 

The entrees — there are a 
dozen on the menu in addition 
to nightly specials — also 
skew seafood, but if it ain’t 
broke, don’t take it off the 
menu. We ordered a plate of 
the salmon in red sorrel, gin- 
ger and Kenyan curry sauce 
and what came out was far be- 
yond the menu’s description. 

The hunk of fish (easily 
twice what other restaurants 
consider an adequate amount 


of protein on a plate) sat on a 
pile of roasted vegetables and 
was accompanied by a mound 
of savory saffron-flavored 
rice. The spices in the fish’s 
cmst were just right to take the 
filet from ho-hum to “hot 
damn!” and the heft of the 
dish’s parts combined was like 
sweet revenge for those of us 
who order fish and are forever 


And while the dessert menu 
leans heavily on wine pairings, 
the sweets themselves — save 
for the molten chocolate cake, 
which I hear is all the rage at 
Tupperware parties in the Mid- 
west — were inspired. They 
all incorporated fruit and ele- 
ments made in-house, and the 
clafoutis was a rich, sweet 
way to end an equally deca- 
dent meal. 


CORRECTIONS 

In " 'Torchio' song" (Nov. 10, 2007) the restaurant's neighbor- 
hood was incorrect. II Torchio is located in Clinton Hill. 

In "Diner dash" (Dec. 8, 2007), the name of photographer Rachel 
Batya Alintoff was misspelled. 

We regret the errors. 
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Red White & Bubbly is pleased to 
announce the release of our very own 
wine — Brooklyn Wine Co. 

Brooklyn Wine Co. was established by Red White & 
Bubbly to celebrate the spirit of Brooklyn through 
wine. We work closely with specially selected 
winemakers from around the world to create unique 
wines that we are happy to offer to our friends in 
Brooklyn. 

As passionate Brooklynites, we desired a strong 
connection between our home and the wines we 
create. We relish the opportunity to use our labels 
as a way of highlighting Brooklyn’s rich artistic and 
cultural heritage through local artistry that continues 
to advance the renaissance of our great borough. 

We owe our inaugural series of wine labels to the 
foresight of the Brooklyn Bridge’s architect and 
designer, John Roebling. Roebling was captivated 
by the skies that would preside over his landmark, 
understanding that his bridge would often become 
a silhouette against a backdrop of unimaginable 
colors. The Brooklyn Bridge, overlaid on various 
skyscapes captures the soul of our wines and pays 
tribute to Roebling and his vision. 

On display at the shop are the original oil on canvas 
paintings by artist Ryan Seslow which were the 
inspiration for our inaugural series of labels. 

Look for our newest collection of wines from The 
North Fork of Long Island coming soon. 


Darrin Siegfried & Adam Goldstein 
Co-Owners of Red White & Bubbly 


Red White and Bubbly 

211 5th Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
718-636-WINE 
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BROOKLYN 

Experience The Magic Of The Avenue 
Where You’ll Find Everything You Need 
For A Festive Holiday Season! 

5 th Ave * Park Slope * Brooklyn 







NOW OPEN IN BOERUM HILL 


Featuring- 

Revolver, People's Liberation, Rich 
and Skinny, Moss Mills, 
William Rast, Frankie. B„ 
Dear Cashmere, 
and more to come.... 
1 04 Bond Street (betw. Atlantic & Pacific) 
718-237-2236 
Open 6 days (closed Tues) 
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cookware • knives • tools • books • gadgets 
classes • vintage • supplies • handmade 

the brooklyn 
kitchen 




616 lorimer st. • brooklyn 11211 
(718) 389-2982 

www.thebrooklynkitchen.com 



Personal training for every level of fitness! 


ABSOLUTE FITNESS 



Special introductory offer: a comprehensive 
fitness evaluation plus three 90 minute 
sessions with a personal trainer for $225.00. 
With over 15 years of experience, our 
certified trainer will work with you in your 
home or office to achieve your goals. 


For more information call 718-788-3212. 

1 www.absolutefitnesstrainers.com % 


Strength Training • Cardiovascular Fitness 
Functional Training • Increase Flexibility 
Kick Boxing • Acupuncture • Oi Gong • Massage 




Specialty Rugs, Jewelry 
from Tibet and the 
Himalayan Regions, 
Antiques, Rituals, 
Clothing and a 
Variety of Other Gifts, 
Pashmina Shawls 


□ Mandala Tibetan Store 

59 7th Avenue 17 St. Mark's Place 

Btwn. Lincoln PL & Berkeley PI. New York, NY 1 0003 

718.789.7903 212.260.1550 

Open 7 Days sfc 10 am-8 pm 
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DON'T SHOW UP 

EMPTY HANDED! 



Meals you'd cook yourself, 

if you weren't too busy. 


NOW FEATURING DELIVERY m 

60 HENRY STREET BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 
718.624.3182 - WWW.BUSYCHEF.BIZ 


GRAND OPENING IN 
BROOKLYN HEIGHTS 

Home Furnishings ■ Arts & Crafts 
Jewelry from Around the World 


155 Montague Street (btw. Clinton 8c Henry) 
718-254-8050 

ARTESAN ELMILAGRO 

170 7 ™ Avenue 370 7 ™ Avenue 

Park Slope Park Slope 

(718) 369-9881 (718) 369-9825 
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V Since 1946 

Chocolate 

What else is there to sayt 


• Hand Dipped Chocolates • Chocolate Santas 

• Chocolote Baskets • Chocolate Toy Soldiers 

• Chocolote Business Gifts • Chocolote for all the real 

• Chocolote Workshops important people in your life 


2917 Avenue R • (718) 375-1277 
www.JoMartChocolates.com 





with Champagne Specials 


Custom Gift Baskets 
Made to Order! 
Delivery Available 


We Specialize in 
Upscale Wine & Liquor 


(718) 622.1403 


Mon -Sat 10:30-10:00 • Sun. 1:00-9:00 


MEI CHI LIQUOR 

391 FLATBUSH AVE. 

Between Sterling PI. & St. John's PI. 













15, 2007 



AUTHENTIC DOMINICAN CUISINE 

“Com Como en su Cm” 


Pepper Steak - $9.20 • Paella - $14.70 
Lobstertail stuffed with crabmeat - $29.90 



4408 5th Ave. ( bet. 44th & 4 5 , h s, s , (718) 438-2009 
Open 7 days, 6am-midnight • BSi 
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Captain Picard does the Bard! 

Patrick Stewart to lead 4 that Scottish play ’ at BAM , and more 
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Accepting Reservations for 
Christmas Eve & New Years 
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( 3 ) Pacific Standard and ( 4 ) Sheep Station. 


The Brooklyn Paper 



www. Brooklyn Pap 


FOURTH... 

Continued from page 7 
dard brings a West Coast flair 
to the block. You notice it the 
minute you walk in: something 
is different here. The lights are 
brighter, for one, and there is 
evidence of a literary sensibili- 
ty in the hodgepodge of books 
on two large shelves in the 
backroom, where you can of- 
ten find games of trivia being 
played. Best of all, the bar has 
great West Coast beers — La- 
gunitas, Stone, Bear Republic 
and, of course, Anchor Steam 

And despite its California 
dreaming — glass-topped ta- 
bles have Bay Area baseball 
cards encased in them; the bar 
is stocked with chips and sal- 
sa; and “It’s-It” ice cream 
sandwiches, a Left Coast ob- 
session, are available for just 
$3 — the bar, with it’s beard- 
ed hipsters and young, book- 
ish types, is unmistakably 
Brooklyn. 

Pacific Standard (82 Fourth 
Ave. at St. Marks Place in Park 
Slope) is open Monday 


through Friday, from 4 pm to 4 
am, and weekends, from noon 
to 4 am. For information, call 
(718)858-1951 or visit www. 



Sheep Station, named for 
Australia’s version of a ranch, 
is a bit farther down, but defi- 
nitely worth the trek. Serving a 
number of beers and wines 
from down under — nine dif- 
ferent bottled beers and, their 
sole tap offering, Baron’s 
Black Wattle Seed Ale, is a 
new arrival to this country — 
the spot, which also dishes out 
food like traditional meat and 
veggie pies, burgers and mint 
peas, is a fine new way for 
wool to keep you warm. 

With its candlelit tables and 
cozy ambience, Sheep Station 
attracts more than its share of 
couples on dates early in the 
evening. Later on, it is a popular 
meeting place for post-college 
arrivals to the neighborhood. 

Sheep Station (149 Fourth 
Ave. at Douglass Street in 
Park Slope) is open daily, from 
4 pm to 4 am. For informa- 
tion, call (718) 857-4337 or vis- 
it www.sheepstation.net. 



Post-pub grub 

With the happening bar scene being so new to Park Slope's 
Fourth Avenue, the late-night dining options have yet to catch 
up. So, while bars like Fourth Avenue Pub offer popcorn to hun- 
gry drinkers, GO Brooklyn knows that sometimes you need 
something more substantial. Some of the avenue's best spots, 
like Mule Cafe [67 Fourth Ave. at St. Marks Place in Park Slope, 
(718) 766-8510] close way too early for an after-hours pig out — 
Mule shuts its doors at 8 pm daily — so we found out who stays 
open late enough to provide the post-bar snacks that we all so 
desperately need. —Adam Rathe 
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i the sixth night of 
I Hanukah, Smartmom 
" asked Hepcat if he was 
a the mood to make potato 

It was a quiet Sunday 

fam“y g had jus* lit the jolly 
dancing Hasid menorah they 
’ ’ it the Clay Pot. 

the light of seven 
g candles, the Oh So 


pair of pajamas for one of her 
Webkinz puppies while Teen 
Spirit scanned his new copy of 
“The Golden Compass” — a 
good atheist text on this, the 
holiday of miracles. 


SMART 

mom 


And this thrills 
Smartmom no end. 
He loves to prepare 
the brisket for 
Passover, as well as 
the matzoh brei. And 


cat loves to combine whatever 
is in the fridge. And he almost 
always comes up with some- 
thing great. 

First things first, the proper 
equipment needed to be locat- 
ed. In other words, where is the 


bought at the Clay Pot. “potato pancakes” in search of leg of lamb, risotto, chicken Hepcat cooks the same way f' 1 t mush 7 f D 

By the light of seven a recipe. curry and his famous fennel he programs computers. He 

sparkling candles, the Oh So Despite how that sounds, turkey pasta sauce. does a lot of research and then 

Feisty One enjoyed her gift, a Hepcat is the master chef in the And yes, Hepcat, that big comes up with his own plan. ^s boking 
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Call to advertise 
( 718 ) 834-9350 
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Marriage Need a Tune-Up? 

I can show you how to: 

• use the techniques that (research 
shows) help relationships last. 

• make sure that your partner 
understands what's on your mind. 

• separate the past from the 
present in the relationship. 

• create realistic expectations for 
resolving those ongoing, touchy issues. 

•evaluate what the commitment to 
new, promising behaviors would require. 

Mastering These Basics Is the Key To ft Successful Marriage 

Joan Emerson, PhD • (718) 499-0373 

Licensed Psychologist & Couples Specialist 
w w w. j oanemers on. com 
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Doctors Appointments 


toping • Overnight & 24 hr Core 

■ Cooking/Vegetorion 

• Grocery/Shopping 
Small Repair 
Pet Core 

SENIORS HELPING P SENIORS • (347) 689-8589 


WWW.SENIORSHELPINGSENIORS.COM 
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online every week at BrooklynPaper.com 


like Hepcat did in the kitchen. 
Raising Teen Spirit and OSFO, 
living together in the apart- 
ment, making a living, instill- 
ing values in their kids, invent- 
ing a life together — it’s all on 

^A Lie of this, a smidgen of 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Doctoroff’s disaster 


W e always knew that the Atlantic Yards 
project would afford The Brooklyn Pa- 
per with many occasions over the next 
30 years to say, “We told you so.” 

We just didn’t expect to get them so soon. 

The latest occasion was generated by outgoing 
Deputy Mayor Dan Doctoroff, who publicly ad- 
mitted this week to one of the Bloomberg Ad- 
mimstrauon’s signature failures. 

In an interview in the New York Observer, 
Doctoroff finally said what this newspaper and 
Atlantic Yards opponents have been saying for 
four years: the largest project in Brooklyn’s his- 
tory should have gone through the city’s normal 
— and rigorous — land-use review procedure 
rather than being handed off to a state business 
development agency with little interest in local 
concerns. 

Community input is at the heart of the city’s 
Uniform Land-Use Review Procedure, a jargony 
name for an eight-month public vetting that em- 
powers affected community boards, the borough 


president, local councilmembers, the city Plan- 
ning Commission and the full City Council to 
hold hearings, analyze projects and exact real 
concessions from developers who want zoning 
changes or land-use variances that will earn 
them coundess millions of dollars. 

In the past, such as during the rezoning of the 
Williamsburg and Greenpoint waterfront in 2005 
or during the negotiations over Donald Tramp’s 
Riverside South project in the early 1990s, 
ULURP hearings and negotiations led to sub- 
stantial positive changes. Tramp, for example, 
wanted to build the world’s tallest building on 
the Upper West Side, but was forced to down- 
size that out-of-scale dream and pony up mil- 
lions to fix the 72nd Street subway station, 
whose overcrowded conditions would be exac- 
erbated by all his new residents. 

There is no question that if Atlantic Yards had 
gone through ULURP, many of the project’s 
worst excesses — its massive scale, its overly 
generous public subsidies, its use of eminent do- 


main — would have been softened. 

At the very least, developer Brace Ratner 
would have been forced to pay far more than 
$100 million for development rights to the Van- 
derbilt Yards — air rights that the Metropolitan 
Transportation Authority itself had valued at 
$214 million (what irony: the agency is now 
trying to close a $1 15-million budget deficit 
with a fare hike!). 

Doctoroff’s change of heart on Atlantic Yards 
is less than a stunning surprise, given that the 
Bloomberg Administration is finally engaging a 
local community on the West Side as a result of 
its failed plan to ram a football stadium down 
that community’s throat. This time around, the 
plan for building over those MTA-controlled 
rail yards will go through ULURP. 

It’s too bad Doctoroff and others didn’t see 
the value of the city’s own land-use review 
process earlier. Brooklyn’s biggest development 
project — and the people of the borough — 
would have benefited greatly. 



LETTERS 


Hey, Brooklyn Paper: Stop picking on the 


To the editor, 

I am appalled that your article about 
Ernie Nardi (“Dyker man on YouTube ig- 
nites GOP fisticuffs over immigration,” 
Dec. 8) describes Nardi’s voice as having 
“accent unmistakable to anyone who has 

Such an unnecessary reference had noth- 
ing to do with the nature of Nardi’s video 
— and, as such, demonstrates that negative 
stereotypes continue to be promoted when 
it comes to Italian Americans. 

Shame on you, Brooklyn Paper. I always 
wonder if reporters would have the audaci- 
ty to make similar statements if the charac- 
ters) they were writing about came from 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: Letters@BrooklynPaper.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn Paper, 

55 Washington St., Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
All letters must be signed and include 
the writer's home address and phone 


publish 


[LThe. 


edited and will n< 


te week you ss 


other ethnic, racial groups or because of 
their gender or sexual orientation. 

Michael Giammarella, Brooklyn Heights 

Got some ‘tail’ 

To the editor 

I saw the red-tailed hawk about two 
weeks ago (“Hawk moves into Greenpoint,” 
Dec. 1). I was jogging around the track when 
I looked over and saw this huge beautiful 
bird stepping up and down in a pile of leaves 
and looking around surreptitiously. 

A closer look revealed that the hawk was 
stepping on a pigeon, making sure the pi- 
geon was dead. 

Then in a moment, the hawk flew across 
the street, clutching the carcass, and into the 
area of the baseball field. As he took off you 
could see his triangle-shaped tail, as red as a 
brick. There was a flock of pigeons huddling 
together in the field and as the hawk ap- 
proached bearing the dead one, the pigeon 
flock rose and flew off. 

Emily Legutko, Greenpoint 

Bruce’s Brooklyn 

To the editor. 

Regarding your recent editorial on Brace 


Ratner’s new building at City Tech (“An- 
other backroom deal,” Dec. 1), I can’t be- 
lieve how we continue to lose what makes 
Brooklyn, Brooklyn— while elected offi- 
cials turn a blind eye. Incredible! 

Niel James, Bedford-Stuyvesant 

Bigmixup 

To the editor 

The headlines in your Dec. 1 issue were 
reversed: Brace Ratner’s 1 ,000-foot spire is 
“Jarring Change,” while Charlie Sahadi is 
“Mr. Brooklyn.” 

Wanda Fleck, Boerum Hill 

HowdumbisGersh? 

To the editor, 

Gersh Kuntzman’s fifth grade math 
teacher may have taught him the formula 
for the volume of a cylinder — but in The 
Paper’s “team coverage” of Christmas trees 
(“Xmas trees light up — and The Brooklyn 
Paper team is there,” Dec. 8), Kuntzman is 
actually standing in front of a cone, not a 
cylinder. Eric Richmond, Gowanus 

Editor's note: Our exclusive “Team Coverage" feature 
is a parody of local television news coverage. So the 
"mistake" about cylinder was intentional , dearly! 


Hanukkah haiTied 

To the editor, 

It is the morning of the first night 
Hanukkah and I’m in a mad scramble to get 
it together for my kids, so I rash over to 
Rite Aid on Seventh avenue to buy last- 
minute Hanukkah candles, Hanukkah gift 
wrap, and a few Hanukkah decorations to 
make my apartment look festive. 

To my dismay, Rite Aid did not have any 
of the above-mentioned items! But it’s not 
that they were merely out of these things. 
They never had them to begin with! 

The night before, I went to Target at At- 
lantic Terminal only to discover that the “sea- 
sonal” department was crammed full with 
boxes of Christmas decorations waiting to be 
unpacked, yet the only Hanukkah candles 
were contained in a tired-looking box of bro- 
ken, bent, old, waxy candles. When I asked 
the “associate” for some Hanukkah gift- 
wrap, he produced one crumpled gift bag. 

The point of this rant? This is New York 
City, not some small town in the Midwest. 
How can it be that stores in our area don’t 
carry Hanukkah items? What is the underly- 
ing message these stores are sending to the 
many, many Jews who live and work here? 


More important — and more frightening 
— is the message being sent to the rest of 
the community about how these stores’ 
Jewish customers are regarded. 

Come on, big box stores! It’s time to re- 
view your policies at this, “the most won- 
derful time of the year” — as your piped in 
music so unrelentingly reminds us! 

Barbara Beard Trocco, Park Slope 

Badio reaction 

To the editor, 

I recently heard your editor on WNYC’s 
Brian Lehrer show and want to thank him 
for stating the community’s concerns about 
Atlantic Yards in a balanced way and for 
putting the security issue in context. 

Opponents’ supposedly “unreasonable” con- 
cerns turned real in Newark, where, two weeks 
before that city’s hockey arena opened, peo- 
ple were informed that two local streets 

It’s no wonder Brooklynites fear that two 
weeks before our basketball arena opens, the 
NYPD will announce that there will be lanes 
closings on Atlantic and Flatbush avenues, or 
rerouted traffic, or vehicle inspections. 

Given the size and location of Adantic 
Yards, any one of these actions would cause in- 


Italians 


calculable harm to Brooklyn’s economy, traffic 
movement, air quality and public health by grid- 
locking the intersection of Atlantic, Flatbush and 
Fourth avenues. The effects would extend far 
beyond the area studied in the state’s narrowly 
focused environmental study. 

The only thing that’s unreasonable is to 
pretend there is no problem. 

Alan Rosner, Prospect Heights 

AraveforSmartmom 

To the editor, 

This is a fan letter — from a Smartsingle — 
to say how much I enjoy Smartmom every week 
in The Brooklyn Paper. I especially enjoyed 
“Smartmom trots with the turkeys” (Dec. 1). 

I grew up on Third Street in the 1940s 
and 1950s. I moved to Greenwich Village 
and lived there for a number of decades and 
recently moved back to Brooklyn. 

There have been so many changes, but the 
family business — Tarzian’s Hardware — is 
still there. My uncle, Harry Tarzian, still lives 
above the store and is still a fine photographer. 

I love Crawford’s column for other rea- 
sons, including its honesty and humor. Bra- 
va, Louise Crawford! You will always be 
Smartmom to me. 

Rachel Gallagher, Brooklyn Heights 
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FAME... 

Continued from page 1 

“I don’t separate my work from my life that much,” said Hammer- 
man, a Park Slope resident. “There’s a very permeable barrier there.” 

That kind of dedication impressed Hall of Fame founder and Presi- 
dent Albert Stem. 

“His bio is so long,” said Stem. ”The man has done so many things. 
It’s incredible.” 

Neighborhood activists agreed. 

“It’s a terrific choice,” said Ken Freeman, president of the Park 
Slope Civic Council. “Craig is an outstanding citizen and a tireless 

Volunteerism is one of 12 categories established by the Hall of 
Fame, which appears to be the only municipal hall of fame in the 
world. Tito Puente, was chosen for his career as a local entertainer. 
Olga Bloom, the creator of Bargemusic — the concert space on a 
barge near the Brooklyn Bridge, was picked for making a “cultural 
contribution” to the city. 

Anyone can nominate candidates for induction on the Hall’s Web 
site. Apanel of 10 judges winnows the field down. 

Saturday’s ceremony was held at the Hall’s temporary space in 
Flushing. Eventually, the museum will be located in Woodside, 
Queens — the geographic center of New York City. Stem hopes con- 
struction of a permanent space will begin in 2009. 

M aybe Hammerman will volunteer to help him raise money. 


SMIFTH... 




Continued from page 1 
Those rents are any- 
where from 50 to 100 per- 
cent more than just five 
years ago, said Tim King, 
senior partner at Massey 
Knakal, a realty services 
firm. The priciest portion 
of Smith, from Butler to 
Union streets puts it in 
league with some of the 
borough’s other expensive 
strips like Montague and Brooklyn Industries has stores on 
Court streets near Borough Fifth Avenue (above) and Smith 
Hall and Seventh Avenue Street (below) — further evidence 
in Park Slope. Q f th e twinning of the two streets. 
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DEVELOPING STORIES 


Painting the town 

Pols show up for groundbreaking of $60M Fulton Mall hotel 



t, Borough President Markowitz, developer Ben Nash, InterContinental Ho- 
g Jim Anhut and Downtown Brooklyn Partnership President Joe Chan. 


By Dana Rubinstein 

The Brooklyn Pa 

The luxe life — at least for tourists — 
has come to the gritty Fulton Mall. 

The InterContinental Hotel Group — an 
extremely high-end chain with lodges from 
Andorra to Zimbabwe — has joined forces 
with a 25-year-old developer on a $60-mil- 
lion hotel on Duffield Street. 

The Indigo Hotel, which will replace the 
VIM jeans store between Willoughby Street 
and the Fulton Mall, will boast 164 “ameni- 
ty-rich” rooms with “signature murals” and 
“fluffy duvets,” a swank restaurant, two bar 
lounges (one of them on the rooftop), and 
common areas decorated with “changing 
aromas,” music, and artwork. 

Local politicians are so convinced that 
tourists will soon be painting our town red 
that they gathered on Tuesday to paint a wall 
indigo as a way of welcoming the Indigo Ho- 
tel and its Canadian architect Karl Fischer, 
who designed the undulating glass facade. 

One executive got so worked up, he even 
recited a haiku (see story, left). 

InterContinental partnered with V3 Ho- 
tels, a hospitality group founded by the 25- 
year-old Crown Heights na ' ~ 


Garden security has Brooklyn pols asking Yards questions 


MSG is not glass-walled, does nc 


Hotel 

haikus 

abound 

The Brooklyn Paper 

It’s not very often that the president 
of a company reads a haiku at a press 
conference. But haiku — an ancient 
Japanese poetic form that consists of 
three lines of verse containing five, 
seven and five syllables — is apparent- 
ly a big thing for the InterContinental 
Hotels Group. 

So at Tuesday’s press conference in 
Downtown Brooklyn to show off the 
company’s new Hotel Indigo, Senior 
Vice President Jim Anhut approached 
the mic and offered this bit of verse: 
"Brooklyn heritage 
Hotel Indigo connects 
Cool borough. Cool brand." 

The crowd ooh’d and aah’d, but not 
everyone was impressed with Anhut’s 
ode to his hotel vision. 

Aaron Naparstek, whose traffic-re- 
lated “honkus” a few years back put 
him on the poetry map, said he wished 
Anhut would have been more subtle 
and “painted the picture a bit more.” 
“What does a ‘cool brand’ feel 
like?” Naparstek asked. “You’ve got to 
try to use your 17 syllables to deliver 
the Hotel Indigo future directly to the 

Naparstek offered his own take: 
“Willkommm tourists! 

The Euro goes a long way 
On Fulton Street mall. ’ 

Regardless of the reviews, Anhut’s 
poetic leap was hardly new for the com- 
pany. The Hotel Indigo link off the Inter- 
Contental Hotels Web site leads directly 
to a “haiku by you” feature that allows 
you to pick your season (winter), your 
mood (reflective) and your element 
(earth) . When a Brooklyn Paper reporter 
tried his hand at this interactive feature, 
this the haiku was spit out: 

"Oh, happy tastebuds! 

Tonight, no mini-bar fare 
Panini beckons." 

That leaves only one question: How 
did they know? — Gersh Kuntzman 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

State officials tried to defuse ten- 
sion about security at Atlantic 
Yards, saying that the NYPD won’t 
need to close streets around the 
Nets arena because police don’t 
close roadways next to Madison 
Square Garden on game nights. 


The only problem with the prom- 
ise is that it’s not entirely true: the 
NYPD did shut a roadway used as a 
taxi stand and pedestrian walkway 
between the Garden and Penn Plaza 
after 9-11 for security reasons. 

While it’s not exactly Eighth Av- 
enue, that closure did raise some 
eyebrows. 

Eight elected officials wrote a 


letter to the mayor and governor in 
October asking for “an independent 
study of the security issues and 
project design of the Atlantic Yards 
project,” and the response they got 
from the Empire State Development 
Corporation about MSG wasn’t 
what they had in mind. 

“It was rather curt and it was dis- 
missive,” said Councilwoman Leti- 


tia James (D-Prospect Heights). 
“I’ve continued to ask for a follow- 
up meeting.” 

Not only that, Brooklyn elected 
officials said that the comparison 
made by ESDC President Avi 
Schick between Madison Square 
Garden and the proposed Atlantic 
Yards arena is like comparing bas- 
ketballs and hockey pucks because 


in a residential neighborhood and is 
more than 20 feet from busy avenues 
as the Atlantic Yards arena will be. 

James and state Sen. Eric Adams 
(D-Park Slope), Assemblyman Jim 
Brennan (D-Park Slope), Council- 
man Bill DeBlasio (D-Cobble Hill), 
Assemblyman Hakeem Jeffries 
(D-Prospect Heights), Assembly- 


woman Joan Millman (D-Cobble 
Hill), state Sen. Velmanette Mont- 
gomery (D-Boerum Hill) and Coun- 
cilman David Yassky (D- Brooklyn 
Heights) have focused on security 
ever since Newark’s police depart- 
ment announced street closings near 
that city’s new arena because its 
glass facade is 25 feet from road- 
ways and a possible terror target. 



Architect Karl Fischer shows off the latest renderings of his Hotel Indigo, which 
were unveiled this week at the Duffield Street site. 


DYKER LIGHTS UP NIGHT... 



The Polizzotto home on 84th Street in Dyker Heights. 


giving and leaves it up until af- 


Continued from page 1 
it may only be a once in a life- 
time experience. 

“We are visiting from Rus- 
sia,” says Svetlana Rozestven- 
sky outside a house decorated 
with inflatable Dr. Seuss char- 
acters off 83rd Street and 12th 
Avenue, “and we heard that we 
must see this before we go 
back. We are glad we did.” 

While various displays and 
dioramas are scattered through- 
out the neighborhood, it is the 
heart of Dyker — 12th Avenue 
between 82nd and 85th streets, 
and 84th Street between 10th 
and 13th avenues — that is tru- 
ly winter wonderland. 

That’s where Tony Muia, a 
43-year-old Brooklyn native, 
aimed his tour bus this year. 
Muia, who started the “Slice of 
Brooklyn Tours” two years ago, 
recently expanded his offerings 
from just pizzerias to include the 
borough’s best Christmas lights. 

“We just did our first tour of 
the Dyker Heights lights last 
week,” Muia told The Brooklyn 
Paper. Muia’s 55-seat state-of- 
the-art tour bus leaves Manhat- 
tan’s Union Square at 7 pm on 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
nights for a three-and-a-half hour 
guided tour of the world-famous 
displays. 

The business move was natu- 
ral for Muia, who remembers his 
childhood driving around with 
his family to see the lights. 

“If you’re from Brooklyn, you 
didn’t go to Rockefeller Center, 
you drove around your neighbor- 
hood to see the fights,” says 

Local historians say the tra- 
dition dates back to the 1940s. 

“I’ve been doing this for 23 
years,” says Lucy Spata home- 
owner and veteran decorator of 
1152 84th St. - one of the 
largest displays in the city, fea- 


turing tens of thousands of 
bulbs, hundreds of decorations, 
music, and guest appearances 
by Elmo, Frosty the Snowman, 


and even Santa Claus. 

“We add to the lights every 
year,” explains Spata, who 
plugs in the display on Thanks- 


ter the Feast of the Epiphany, 
also known as “Little Christ- 

Spata recalls meeting visitors 
from Massachusetts, Arizona, 
and California over the years. 
But the displays don’t just bring 
out people — they bring out the 
best in people. 

For Spata, the decorations 
are more than just a family tra- 
dition — they’re a way to give 
back to the community. 

“It’s worth every penny to 
put a smile on the kids’ faces,” 
she told The Brooklyn Paper. 
Spata has used the venue as a 
fundraiser for St. Anthony’s 
charity. 

Likewise, the Polizzottos 
across the street set up a gigan- 
tic custom-made “Toyland” 
diorama, complete with rides, 
that has raised money for the 
American Cancer Society. 

Although so many houses 
put up such large displays — 
which can cost well over 
$30,000, according to Angel 
Rivera of Tri Star Amusements 
— a spirit of friendly competi- 
tion exists amongst some 
neighbors. 

“Everyone works together to 
make everyone happy,” says 
Rivera. “People have the holi- 
day spirit. There might be com- 
petition to see who comes out 
with the nicest house, but it’s 
ultimately to make kids happy.” 

That said, tour guide Muia 
says Lucy Spata’s display is the 
best. 

“She was the one who took it 
to a whole new level,” he said. 


Can you see the lights! 

Where to find the best sights in Dyker Heights 



There are dozens of 
Dyker Heights houses 
that get into the Christ- 
mas spirit. Here are our 
favorites: 

1. The Spatas (1152 84th 

St.): Lucy Spata and her 
late parents started deco- 
rating their house with a 
handful of ornaments 40 
years ago, and she has 
been adding to her collec- 
tion ever since. In addition 
to plastic soldiers, angels, 
and reindeer, the Spatas 
have upgraded to live El- 
mos, Frosty the Snowmen, 
and Santas as well! 

2. The Polizzottos (1145 
84th St.): The late Alfred 
Polizzotto had this cus- 
tom-designed Toyland- 
themed display commis- 
sioned during his initial 
fight with cancer 20 years 
ago. Mechanized horses 
weighing a ton each, 29- 
foot-tall toy soldiers 
marching in place, and 10- 
foot-tall lords a'leaping 


keep the front porch busy 
— while a two-story Santa 
waits at the door to collect 
the mail. 

3. The Rizzutos (1062 84th 

St): Life-sized and mecha- 
nized, these Victorian-clad 
animatrons from Charles 
Dickens's "A Christmas 
Carol" claim squatters' 
rights outside a Dyker 
townhouse as they humbly 
await the Ghost of Christ- 
mas Future to convince 
the owner to let them 
back in — hopefully some- 


time after New Years. 

4. The Lambrones (8304 
12th Ave.): This extremely 
bright corner house with a 
15-foot-tall Frosty the 
Snowman makes full use of 
its idyllic landscape to cele- 
brate the season, draping 
its bushes as a wall of lights. 
Now, so long as the electric 
swans that have been 
placed on the banks of the 
lawn's waterfall and artificial 
stream don't go swimming, 
everything should be fine. 

— Joe Jordan 




STEVEN D. COHN 

GOLDBERG & COHN, LLP 
16 Court Street - Suite 2304 
Brooklyn, New York 11241 aft (718) 875-2400 


Wishing You a 
Happy & Healthy 
Holiday Season 
and All the Best for 
the New Year 

State Senator 

Marty J. Golden 

7403 6th Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 238-6044 



I am honored and blessed 
to have received your support 
this year and throughout my 
tenure as your representative 
in the NYS Senate. 


May peace and prosperity 
be yours this season and always. 


Senator 

Velmanette Montgomery 

18th Senate District 
30 Third Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11217 
Q. (718) 643-6140 • nyssenatel8.com A. 


Have a Happy & Healthy 
Holiday Season & 
a Great New Year! 

Assembly Member 

Alec Brook-Krasny 

46th Assembly District 
2823 West 12th Street Suite IF 
Brooklyn, NY 11224 
(718) 266-0267 
8703 3rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11209 
(718) 680-2845 


□ 


ASSEMBLY 


Sheldon Silver - Speaker 


( wncl 
CfAe&t fffidAied few tAie fffYew* fffeecwi 

Assemblyman 

Hakeem Jeffries 

57th District 
55 Hanson Place 
Brooklyn, NY 11217 
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HOME 

IMPROVEMENT 

CONTINUED FROM BACK PAGE 


Your neighborhood Plumber 
For Over 100 Years 

• Water Heaters 

• Drain Cleaning 

• Gas /Water Piping 

• Toilet & Faucet Repairs 

• Video Sewer Inspection 

• Boilers Replaced & Serviced 

• Service Agreements 



- Rubberized Roof - SBS Cold Pr 

■ Shingle Roofs • New Roofs • Gutters 

- Leaders • Skylights • Roofing - Repair 

• Waterproofing ■ Free Estimates 
■ All Work Guaranteed 
•Fully Insured -Lie 11 5908 
1747 E. 3rd St., Brooklyn, NY 11 223 
Tel 718-382-4449/Cell 917-535-3506 


Single Items To Multiple Truckloads 

Demolition 
All Size Containers 
Serving the Community 
Member Brooklyn Chamber of Commerce 
Prompt & Professional • 24hr - 7 days 

(866) MR-RUBBISH 

(866) 677-8224 

CELL 917-416-8322 

Lie BIC-1180 Fully Insured 

10th year with The Brooklyn Papers 


grinding. Bucket truck. 

Call Ca F Hos e 888-727-3235 


Wood Stripping 


WOOD STRIPPING 

Park Slope Paint Strippers 
718-783-4112 

4218 Third Ave. 2nd. FI; Brooklyn, NY 
Workmanship since 1959 


PERFECT TOUCH 
DECORATORS 


30 yrs experience • Serving the 5 Boros 
~ Free Estimates ~ 




(718) 263-8383 


Simon’s J} i 

Window Cleaning Co. 

★ FULLY INSURED 

✓ 1 0 years of experience 

✓ Professional, spotless jab 
y Tidiness and thoroughness 

SERVING ALL 5 BOROUGHS 
Tel: 917-251-4450 
Fax: 347-374-4514 L31 - ; 


7 QUALITY 
/ REPLACEMENT 


Call 718-227-8787 


SHUTTERS 

EXPERTLY MEASURED & INSTALLED 



Coll For 

Quote & Brochure 

(718) 424-3737 

‘A art Custom S flutters 

Over 50 Years Experience 
www.Aartshutters.com 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Rubbish Removal 


RUBBISH REMOVAL 

Affordable & Hassle-Free 


Same Day 
Clean-Up! 


Free Estimates 
24 Hour Service 


its -Attics - Yards - Demolition 
Containers Available (10-40 yards) 
www.gregsexpress.com 


CRZC’S EXPRESS 

Save the Planet. Recycle. 

1 -866-MR-RUBBISH 



FIVE STAR CARTING INC 


• Carting & Garbage Removal 

• Clean-Outs • Roll-Off Service 

• Shredding/Record Destruction 

• Construction Debris Removal 


718 349-7555 


ESTIMATE 


EMPLOYMENT 


LPNs 

2nd and 3rd shift 

Prospect Park Assisted 
Living Facility, Brooklyn's 


openings for LPNs. 

2nd and 3rd shift available. 

Please send resume to: 

Jim McWilliam 
1 Prospect Park West 
Brooklyn, NY 11215 
Fax: (718)622-3995 
EOE 

BAY RIDGE OPHTHALMOLOGY 
OFFICE SEEKS: 

Front Desk Coordinator 

Exp. nec. Busy multi-line phones, 
appt. scheduling, knowledge of 
medical billing, computer literate, 
good people skills. 

Office Assistant 
General office duties, phones, 
filing, client contact, willing to 
leorn more. 

(718) 680-0600 W51 

Receptionist Needed 

Busy Physical Therapy Office 
Front Desk, Quick Learner, Good 
Communication Skills, 

(718) 451-2797^ 

To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Substance Abuse/ 
Alcoholism Counselor 

BROOKLYN, NY 

Counsel & advise indiv. w/ 
alcohol & Substance dependen- 

manage stages of development. 
MA in Psychology, Min. 2 Yrs. 
Exp., fax resume to 

Outreach Development 
718-849-1093 L49 

Experienced 
Bartender Wanted 

Marine Park area. 

3-4 Days a week. 


Commercial Loan Originators 

Fairmont Capital is looking for 


estate or financial experience. 
Send resumes to 

careers@fairmantcap.com or 
fax 212-937-2123 U1 . 


Musical & Art Enthusiasts 

PA Days, Nights, & Weekends 
Pd. Training, Flex. Schedule 
Help Promote Naf I Symphony's 
2008 Season 

(347)417-7625 

Handy (Dan & Super 

with valid 
driver's license. 

Fax Resume 

(718)497-5988 L47 


Help Wanted 


SOCIAL SERVICE 


DIRECT CARE WORKERS 

Concerned & capable staff needed to help us con- 
tinue our commitment to offer a safe, supportive, 
and nurturing environment for our Group Homes. 
Experience 8c desire to work with troubled teens 
required. Must have a High School Diploma or 
GED. NYS driver's license required. Locations: 
Bronx & Brooklyn. Competitive salary 
and excellent benefits. 

Resume to: ssosa@cgshb.org or 
Fax:212-421-1709, or mail to: 

Catholic Guardian Society 
1011 First Ave, NY, NY 10022. 


^BUILDINGS 

Department of Buildings 


CONSTRUCTION FEE ESTIMATOR 

The NYC Department of Buildings is seeking a construc- 
tion professional with vast knowledge of construction costs 
to serve as a Fee Estimator. The selected candidate will 
estimate construction costs to ensure appropriate filing 
fees are paid in accordance with the NYC Building Code. 
Applicants must have a minimum of 7 years experience in 
general construction estimating and a HS diploma or 
equivalent. Full benefits, including NYC pension plan, paid 
holidays and more. 

Please send a cover letter and resume to 
recrult@buildings.nyc.gov with 
JVN # 810-07-285 in the subject line. 

Equal Opportunity Employer. W48 


LEGAL NOTICES 


State University of New Yo 


to Bidders. The State University of N< 
or Project l\ 


Room #1-15, where such proposals will be publicly opened and read aloud. 
Description: Replacement of existing domestic hot water tanks with semi- 
instantaneous hot water generators. Eligibility Requirements: Licensed plumb- 

11203. All work on this Contract is to be completed within 180 calendar days 
starting ten (10) calendar days after the contract approval date of the New 
York State Comptroller. Bidding and Contract Documents may be examined free 

apply from Form UF-9 - i.e., Brown's Letter, Inc., Dodge Reports). Complete sets 
of Contract Documents for bidding may be obtained from: Andrew Lappner, 
Downstate Medical Center, 450 Clarkson Avenue, Box 13, Brooklyn, NY 11203. 
Section 143 of the State Finance Law requires payment of a deposit to 

$50.00 are nonrefundable. Bids must be submitted in duplicate in accordance 
with the instructions contained in the Information for Bidders. Security will be 


fliers, and all bidders are expected to cooperate in 



TRS8H0WIL 


STUlPGIliMiE. 


71 M 51-1 3 W 

71B-CUTTREE 

A Division ofDragcmetti Bros. Landscaping 

Visit Our Nursery at 1875 Ralph Ave., Brooklyn, NY 



REAL ESTATE 


YOUR LOCAL AGENT 


SERVICES 


Knowledgeable. 25 + years experience. Discretion. If you are 
buying or selling in Fort Greene & Clinton Hill, I can smooth 
the bumps, avoid obstacles and get to the close on time. 


Kathryn Lilly 

Associate Broker 

Prudential Douglas Elliman 

156 Montague Street 
718-780-8174 

11718-614-5542 fax 917-369-2503 
klillyOell 



g TheBusinessStore.com 

Accounting, Bookkeeping, 

Individual & Corporate Tax Preparation 

718-623-6528 

240 Dekalb Avenue, 3rd FI. 

bet. Vanderbilt & Claremont Aves. • FORT GREENE 
(Above 2 Steps Down Restaurant) 

Authorized . E9t!r m Center A51 


APARTMENTS 


For Rent 


Sunset Park Rm Rental 

Share kitchen & bathroom. Heat/ 
electric included. Huge room w/ 
plenty of closet space. A MUST SEEI 
Close to all transportation. 

(718)438-0816 L48 


ATTORNEYS 


Buying or Selling? 

Experienced 
Real Estate Attorney 

Michael S. Gold 

s Condos Co-Ops- 


Contra 


i -Clo 




sm 


STORE FOR RENT 


Brooklyn 


HOUSES 


Brooklyn 


Bay Ridge Open House 

Sat/Sun 1 1am-3pm. 20 Oliver St. next 
to 92nd St. & Shore Rd. Promenade. New 
Luxury Condo Bid. 2 Bdrms., Sunny Terraces, 
High-End Finishes, Low Maintenance. 1 5 Year 
Tax Abatement. Many Amenities. $650,000. 
Alpine Real Estate 718-238-1788 

To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


New Construction Projects ■ 
Refinances 

- Free Consultation - 

Law Offices of 
Michael S. Gold 

One Metrotech Center 
Downtown Brooklyn 

(718)246-GOLD (4653) 


HOUSES 


Queens 


BELLE HARBOR 
BEACH BLOCK 

2 Family, 2/2 , Basement, 
Garage & Private Drive. 
$499,000. 

WALSH PROPERTIES, INC. 

(718)945-5512 L46 


Princess Bay 

-NEW HOMES 
2 FAMILY 
BUILDER PAYS 
CLOSING COSTS 

OPAL-RIDGE.COM 


Investment Property 


Investment Opportunity 

2-Family Semi-det. ■ East New York 
Driveway • Beck yard ■ Peblit Garden 
Built in 2005 ■ Fully Rented • Corner 
Property • $520,000 
Anthony Gentile, RE Broker 

(917) 501-9538 

' ■ n -ID#1 5395498 l49 



3BR, 2 bath, 1890 Colonial in a charming village setting. Move-in condition. 
New kitchen w/granite countertops, maple cabinets, new lights; new master 
BR, new den, new full bath, new A/C, new windows, 2 car garage, excellent 
school system and more. Formal DR has colonial charm. Minutes from Rt. 
78, commuter bus/train and shopping outlets in Flemington. 

1 hour from NYC. 

Contact Brian Glynn at Weichert Realtors 908-507-7694 


We Know Brooklyn Best 

All Points Real Estate 

A full-service brokerage matching property owners 
with prospective tenants and buyers 
Specializing in Brooklyn's Brownstone Neighborhoods. 


•Brooklyn Heights «Carr 




ark Slope 
ort Greer 
ed-Stuy 


Villiamsburg/Bushwick. 

k out our inventory: ALLPOINTSRE.COM 
All Points Real Estate 

80 Livingston St. (near Court Street) 

(718)858-6100 


CLIPandSAVEi 


ACCIDENTS - Free Consultation 

Personal Attention to your Personal Injury 


• Auto/Bus/Train • Sidewalk/Road Defects 

• Trips & Falls • Building/Stairs 

• Wrongful Death • Truck Accidents 

• Construction Accidents 


Arthur Unterman (718) 643-4000 

26 Court Street, #1806, Brooklyn, NY 


Se habla espanol/Consulta Gratis 718-858-2525 


Brooklyn man falls from ladder 
$1.6 million verdict! 
Bronx m 


Miller & Campson 

Call 1-866-MY FIRM 1 

Personal injury attorneys 
377 Broadway, 8th Floor NY, NY 10013 

1-212-941-0792 

www.millercampson.com 


Facing Divorce? 

Get An Experienced. Opinion 
Know Your Rights • Protect Your Property 

visitation/child supprt • Separation or Prenup agrmnts • Family Court 

See your Brooklyn Divorce Lawyer 
Flexible Appointment Schedule 

Angela E. Scarlato, Attorney at Law 

1 6 Court Street, 32nd Floor - Brooklyn 

(718) 522-6118 • www.angelascarlato.com 


Trusts, Estates, Wills, Proxies 
Free Consultation Available at 

LAW OFFICES OF Peter G, Graft P.C, 

(718) 237-2023 

Elderlaw • Probate • Estate Litigation • Deed Transfers 
Medicaid Planning • Home and Hospital Visits Available 

189 Montague Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201 


Attorneys ■■ Attorneys 


0 




z 

cs 

Specializing in the Purchases and Sales of Residential Property 


z 

FULTON STREET 

CLINTON HILL 


hi 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 


LLI 

1-2 Br. from 390K 

Lr. 1-2 Br. from 449K 


CL 

Excellent Loc. 

Excellent Loc. 


0 

BOERUM HILL 

PROSPECT PARK 


0 

LUXURY CONDOS 

LUXURY CONDOS 


1-2 Br. from 499K 

1-2 Br. from 339K 


z 

Tax Abated/Low CC 

Tax Abated/Low CC 


< 

4% Brcp KERJ5 FEE 


or 

254 Flatbush Avenue 

1 (between St. Marks S Prospect PI.) 


0 

(718) 230-7560 (718) 230-7563 FAX 


Email: Info@EladiaRealty.com 



Tang & Scott 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

Former Legal Aid Society Atty. 

Serving NYC for over 10 yrs. 
We fight for your rights 
All Personal Injury Cases 
Medical Malpractice ■ 

Car Accidents ■ Slips & Falls ■ 
Construction Accidents • 
Divorces • Family Court • 
Misdemeanors • Felonies • 
DWIs 

Call us at 718-939-2116 

FREE CONSULTATION 

NO FEE UNTIL WE WIN! 

Email Inquiries: 
myqtang@yahoo.com 


A ZL 

We Handle ALL of Your 
LEGAL MATTERS 
Family Law • Divorce • 
Immigration • 

Will & Estates • Real Estate 
Civil • DUI 

139 Putnam Ave, Brooklyn, NY 11238 

347-406-7862 


SOCIAL SECURITY 

DISABILITY APPEALS 

FREE 

OFFICE 

CONSULTATION 
Stewart J. Diamond, Esq. 

OFFICE LOCATED AT 
Iff Livingston St., Suite 1110, Bklyn, NY 

(718) 210-4738 




CALL LAUREAN0 & GRAHAM 
718-415-6929 

EMAIL: COROZAL001@YAHOO.COM 


ML, Bob & Judi's Collectibles 

Plookingtobuy 

FROM COOL FUNKY RETRO 
TO COUNTRY STUFF 
AND FINE ANTIQUES 
ONE ITEM TO ENTIRE ESTATES 

71 8-638-5770 

21 7 - 5th Ave (Union/Pres. Sts.) 

To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


LEGAL NOTICES 


MYRTLE VENTURE LLC; App., for Auth., filed with 
NY Sec. of State ("SSNY") 09/14/2007. Office in 
Kings County; LLC formed in DE on 06/05/2007, 
SSNY designated agent for service of process with 
copy mailed to The LLC, do BFC Partners, 325 
Gold Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 All lawful busi- 
ness purposes. 


325 Eighth St., Brooklyn, NY 11215. My place of 
Notice is hereby given that an Order entered by the 
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The Brooklyn Paper HOME IMPROVEMENT 



Asbestos 



Carpentry 



Concrete 



Gardening 



EXPERT REPAIRS 

All Makes and Models 

• Refrigerators • 

• Air Conditioners • 

■ Washers & Dryers ■ 

• Stoves & Ovens • 

Call Benson (646) 246-6240 


AWARD WINNING / LICENSED 

ARCHITECT & 
INTERIOR DESIGNER 

>m Conception to Completion 
iidential, Commercial, Manufacturing 


General Contracting 

• Expediting Approvals & Permits 
Departing of Buildings & Landmarks 

• Zoning Analysis & Property Potential 

Martin della Paolera 

ARCHITECT 

65 Saint Felix St. B'klyn NY 11217 
TEL (718) 596-2379 
martin0mdparchitects.com 


* Leinster 
Contracting 




Contact Liam Hogan 

(718) 651-9100 


Bath Tile & Kitchen 


John 

Costelloe 


To advertise on 
this page, call 

(718) 834-9350 ext 109 


Bathroom & Kitchen Tile 


Why Replace UJhen Vou Can Restore? 

REJUVENATE VOUR BATHROOM 

• Expert Refinishing of Bathrooms, r — — — — n 

Wall Tile, Sink & Floors I tAC 1 

• Refinished Like New & Ready to _i 

Use in just 24 Hours i liny Service I 

• TAKES ONE DAY! >- -■ 

PREMIER BATHS, INC. 

1-866-399-8827 


uiuiui.premierbcithsinc.com for Special Savings 


WAN1 


Home Improvement Inc 

Interior Roofing Specialist Exterior 

• cJS^KMens Jobs are Owner Supervised 
' F "S™micTT nts We have been . dT* 

■ Custom Caip entry doing a great job 

■ Doors for over ten years ■ Root Raters 

Lie# 1157104 718-375-8292 & " d 


Cee Dee 


Broken or Missing 
Balusters/Spindles 
Weak or Broken Steps 
(Treads, Stringers or Risers) 

Call: 718-893-4006 



Ready, Willing & Able 

Home Improvement, Inc. 
“No Job Too Big or Too Small" 
Kitchens, Baths, Basements, 
Steel Entry Doors, Sheetrock, 
Windows, Painting, Siding, 
Extensions, Roofing & More 

(718) 236-9466 

Lie. # FREE ESTIMATES Insured 
1266064 Office: 6419 Bay Parkway 


RENOVATION 

DESIGN • PRODUCTS • REMODELING 


718-745-0722 „ 


• Decks 

• Baths 

• Tiling 


(718) 998-1110 


BEAGLE 


CONTRACTORS 

Renovations 
Interior & Exterior 


■MMMUtU 


iftsmanship in the 
. Renovations & Restoratio 


At-.. Chris Mullins +A 
jjs* General Contracting 

Roofing • Bathrooms • Kitchens 
Carpentry • All Renovations • Brickwork 

^718376^8558]” 

Gaudioso 
Contracting Inc. 

Complete Interior 
Renovations 
Licensed & Insured 

You don't pay a dime 
until the job's complete. 
Call Anthony 
718-858-8588 
347-731-4464 
Locally Owned & Operated 


STONEHENGE 

CONSTRUCTION GROUP 
Kitchens • Bathrooms ■ Tiling 
Painting ■ Plastering Sheetrock 
Electrical - Basements 
Wood Flooring - Closets 
Replacement Windows 


917.974.3625 

Lit# 1 20061 9 • INSURED 


100 


Over 1 00 Services on our 
Classified & Home 
Improvement Sections 


Carpentry Plus 

• Closets • Kitchens • Sheet Rock 

• Window Installation • Tile Work 

Dependable with references 
Kevin (718) 331-9251 

A31-28 

VASILIOS GIOUSOS 

WOODWORKING 

Hi Tech Kitchens - Bookcases 
Radiator Covers ■ Furniture 
Call Billy 718-522-0338 
68 Jay Street, Brooklyn 11 201 
Monday - Friday lso 


SOLUTIONS INC. 


Cleaning Services 


Richards Cleaning Service 

Residential & Office Cleaning 
First 3 hrs. only $40 

718-265-2804 

marirc6@aol.com ^ 

ll^urpbti’siKailisll 


718-279-3334 L3 . 14 

Sunshine 
Cleaning Service 

Commercial & Residential 
Free Estimates 
718-408-2621 
licensed 347-645-4084 insured 


718-573-4165 


DECKS 

by Bart 

JMS*. 

ROOF • GARDEN • TERRACE 
Free Estimates 
Call Bart: 

15+ years experience 

We build year round 
Plan Ahead 

(718) 284-8053 
800-YES-4-DECK 


N A M ► 
f DEMOLITION 

& EXCAVATION 
Hassle Free Rubbish Removal 


(718) 965-8024 


BEFORE 


GRIND RAISED CONCRETE PROFESSIONALLY! 

• Avoid Lawsuits/City Violations • Licensed & Insured 

• Easier Snow Removal • Satisfaction Guaranteed 

W ALKWAY GRINDING C O 

C Your Inexpensive Trip Hazard Sol ution 


We understand how hard it is to find a 
great electrician who values your time. 

• We charge by the job, not by the hour 

• Our trucks are stocked with thousands of parts, 
so 90% of the work is done on the spot. 

of older homes built before 1980 

• Saturday appointments available. 


• Mention this ad and sav 

Christopher John 


$25. 

Call 718-389-9898 

www.ChristJon.com 


Electricians II Gardening 


ALECTRAinc. 


718-522-3893 


Heron Construction 

Specializing in Carpentry, 
Drywall, Painting, Title Work 
and Window Surfaces 

Call (718) 450-1851 

x: (718) 277-1963 E: Heron80@ad.com 
Fully Insured ■ Ue#1 252474^ 14 

JOHN E. LONERGAN 
Licensed Electrician 
(718) 875-6100 
(212) 475-6100 


Floor Maintenance 


MASTER FLOORING 

INSTALLATION SANDING - FINISHING 

All kinds of Hardwood Floors & Lamination 
Wooden Stairs • Handrail 
Manufacturing - Installation Repairs 
Reasonable Pricing 

(646) 523-7084 L31 15 

EXPRESS 

Hardwood Flooring 

•Installation -Repairs 
•Scraping -Sanding 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Call Mike 
(917) 881-1728 


■h I Prepare Your Garden 

jj. W For Next Season! 
‘Garden Service, Spring Bulb 
lanting Now, Fall Maintenance, 
: ertilization. Clean ups, Brown- 

71 8-753-9741 



—growing with ideas 
design & maintenance 
from rooftops, terraces 
gardens Sc containers 
Visit Our Holiday Shop: 
Tue-Sun 

479 Atlantic Ave 
(646) 489-5121 
www.gardendig.com 


KBM Handyman Services 




CALL NED 

Plastering • Sheetrock 
Ceramic Tile • Carpentry 
Cement Work • Painting 
Wallpaper • FREE ESTIMATES 

718-871-1504 


IRON WORKS 

Free Estimates 

Window Guards Gates 
Cellar Doors & Repairs 

718-602-2819 

www.ironworkny.com 


Kitchens 


KITCHEN 


ating a perfect kitchen 


(718) 965-4900 


ADS WORK! 


Call (71 8) 834-9350 
The Brooklyn Paper 


Amighini Architectural Inc. 

THE BEST ANTIQUE SALVAGE DOORS AND MORE 


Your Front Door is the statement of the person who lives there....’ 



■ 116 3RD PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 92 PROSPECT PLACE, BROOKLYN NY 

■ 102 WILLOW ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 223 WYCKOFF ST. BROOKLYN NY 


■ 355 4TH St. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 379 4TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 418 13TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 

■ 445 54TH ST. BROOKLYN NY 


INFO@AMIGHINI.NET 


mEm 


246 BEACON A 


■B 9 5 6 n 

JERSEY CITY, NJ 07306 . PH: 201. 222.631 



OC 

MND<vCA9E> 

Coof Mctors Incorporated 

Design, Installation and Maintenance 

Urban Garden Specialists 
(718) 922.2900 


Home and Office 
Security by 

All Security 
Locksmiths 


Locks • Alarms • Gates 


Lie # 650428 
We cover all 
of Brooklyn 

718-435-9055 


Movers (Licensed) 


M 


On 


TIP 
TOP 

MOVING 

Local & Long Distance 
Expert Packing & Crating 
Competitive Rates 
time pickup & delivery 
Free Consultations & 


718 484-7514 

tiptopmoving@yahoo.com 
NYS DOT #36694 

A-1 JAYS WAY 
MOVING 


2149 E. 72nd. St. DOT#32149 

718-763-1435 


TOP HAT MOVERS H 


EDS Licensed & Insured « B1 

www.7trikmoving.com 
Toll Free 877-668-3186 
212-321-MOVE 


Painting 
$100 per room 

2 coats + free minor plastering 
From $100. Reliable Clean. 
Quality Fences & Firescapes 

Days: 1 (917) 371-7086 
Eves: 1 (718) 921 2932 


jp 

fj Interiors Inc. 


SUNSHINE 
PAINTING RESTORATION 
COMPANY 

25 YEARS 

CUSTOMIZED SERVICE 
INTERIOR • EXTERIOR 


(866) 748-6990 
www.sunshinepaintingr 

also online at brooklynpaper 


bEb 


Interior Master Painter 

Specializes in Skim Coating 
laping - Plastering 
Quality Work • Dependable Service 

No Job Too Small - Free Estimates 

347-623-1578 um 


AMERICAN 
»*A I rs i 'I IN <?'■ 
Low Price *1, 

Clean Job 




References 
Free Estimate 

718-439-73O9 A50 
R.F.K. 

Interior Finishes, 



NEIGHBORHOOD 

Sewer & Drain Cleaning 
• m Plumbing SB 

TUBS • SINKS • MAIN SEWER 
TOILETS • YARD DRAINS 

745-7727 or 848-5654 


Schwamberger 

Roofing 


ALL WORK GUARANTEED 


718-646-4540 

2nd Generation Roofing 


Plumbing 


Don’t Even Think 


About choosing a Plumbing, Heating & AC 
company without checking the following 

Make sure of: Billing Procedure. 

Service Hours: Vigilante No surprises, we charge by 


le 24 hr Service 


the job, n< 

Warranties, Guarantees MEflijSrii 

& Satisfaction Policies. Plumbing, Heating &Air Conditioning 
We have the best in the business (VIS') ^97-6111 
1 00% Satisfaction Guaranteed \ .Jr- 


ZAV PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

24/7 EMERGENCY SERVICE 
Residential WWW.zavplumbing.com Commercial 
Plumbing: Water Heaters, Faucets, Toilets, 

Gas or Water Leaks, Water Meters & RPZ Assembly 
Annual Inspections & Violations Removed 
Heating & Air: Boilers, Furnaces & Air Conditioning 
Installed & Repaired, Controls & Trouble Shooting 
Radiators Installed & Repaired 
Radiant Heating Expert - Free Estimate * 31-03 

Insured 718 332-8511 LIC#2011 


Movers (Licensed) 


MOVING YOUR WAY. 


Moving co T33315 584 6th Av 

LICENSED/ INSURED 

718-788-4920 

Free Estimate & Box Delivery 

POSITIVELY LOWEST PRICES! 


Visit us online at BrooklynPaper.com 


Evict Squirrels & Pigeons QUICKLY! 

St I Ml j4 1. STICK DOWN BARRIER Ux PIGEON 

EViqroR 



STICK DOWN BARRIER 

- Measure 

- Cut 

- Stick Down 

2 . ATTACH ELECTRICAL 
Attach electrical 

plug in transformer 

3. SAY GOODBYE BIRDS! 


Created For 

- Terraces 

- Balconies 

- Patios 

- Home Use 


Visa ^^r d xt“ pted Call Toll Free 866-939-BIRD (866-939-3473, 

I’EliI \jI 1 tv * ]-iiILiMl- ■ RienHriahh ■ I jidh tHitdlfcil 


MORE 

HOME IMROVEMENT 


ON PAGE 15 

























































